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i HEADQ fRTERS
3d Battalion, 34 Marines
34 Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3/RFF/emn
13130
7 May 1968

From: Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code 403D)

Via: Commanding General, 3d Merine Division (Rein) FI¥
Commanding General, III MAF
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Facifie

Subjt Command Chronolegy for pericd 1 April 68 = 30 ppril 68.
Ref: {a} MCO 575024

b; FMFPac0 5750.8
Bnecls J{T] April 1968 Command Chronology.

1. In accordance with reference (a), (b) and (o). enclosure (1) is
pubmitted.

2. OGroup IV: Downgrade at three year intervals with declassification
af ter twelve years. Doclassified upon removal of enclosure.
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FPO San Franclsco, California 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1 April 1968 to 30 April 1968
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PART III  SEQUENMIIAL LISTIRG OF
SIGNIFICANT EVENT'S
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P/IRT 1
RG T D
1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER
34 Battalion, 3d Marines LtCol J. W. MARSH 1-30 Apmil

' ord t
H&S Company Capt. T.W. ARROLD 1=-26 April
1stlt P.B. CLON'Z 27-30 mpril
India Company Capt. 0.J. LEHRXCK 1=30 April
Eilo Company Capt. D.R. FRANK 1=-30 pxil
Lima Company Capt. F.R., MATTHEWS 1-30 April
Mike Company  Capt. W.H. MCADAMS 1-30 spril

Attgohed Units

ﬂupt-- J.M, STHARK 1-m ‘F‘ﬂ

34 Plt, Company "A", 3d Tank Bn, GySgt J.R. MoCELLAKD 1-14 pril
18tLt J.E. MeCOLLUM 14-30 spril
Section, 2nd Plt, "A" Btry, 1st Bn, ADA, AWSP 44th Acty, UsA

18tlt T. LAMPE 1=27 April

1stlt H.C. NERISON 27=3%0 mpril

Datachment # Sound Plt, L B'hrfg- 2nd 'E-h, 2‘5 El!"hy, osa 1-"m' m'ﬂ
Detachment, "C" Co., Jrd Enginesr Bn. 1=30 spril

2. loogtion:
4-30 April, Quang Tri Province, YD 175723, (4-3), RVN.

5. Steff Officers:

Executive Offilcer Mgjor G.. P SLADE 1=30 April
S-1 1stlt D.,C. MARCAETE 1-30 Apzrdd
9.2 1etlt A.L. ASHBORN 1-30 april
5.3 Major R.F. FINDLAY JR. 1-30 ppril
S-4 1stlt E.H. LAWRECTE 1=30 April
4. Average Monthly Strength,
OSMC OsR
ENL &F
38 1054 2 ﬁ%

| VieLASSIFIED |
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PART II

HARRATIVE STMMARY

The reparting period commenced with the battalion making prepars—
tions for a major sweep and destroy operaticn in the leatherneck Square
arsa during the pericd 3-8 11 68, A detalled gccount of the operation
is forwarded by enclosure (1). Significant contact was gained on two
cgecoasions in the course of the operation. On the evening of 5 April
a Company "L" ambush engaged an estimated VA Comrany moving in column
toward the company night defensive position. As the scope of the coatact
incressed, the ambush was withdrawn and the enemy was heawily engaged from
the perimeter and by artillery and mortar close defensive fires. The -
snemy attack was repulsed with only minor friendly casualties, while the
eneny logscs werce estimated to be heavy. 4 scarch of the ares, at firgt
light, the following morning revealed 17 W4, KIA's (confirmed) m'- POita,
4 AXAT'a, 3 SES Carbines and an impreesive colloction of enomy
ment and supplies. The second contact of consequence occcured on IEIII:I-"I
of Battalion Objective #6 (YD 159651) on 6 April. Approximately 15 NVA
defending the objective withdrew rapidly with the approach of Company "L".
The objective was seized with limited opposition and rapidly consolidated.
During the late aftornoon, shortly efter resupply was completed, the NVA
delivered accurate 60mm morter fire in the perimster sccounting for 2
friendly KIA's and 9 WIA's. The position was probed and subjected to
harrassing cnemy fires after dark on the 6th and Tth of April.

Contaots mado by tho Battalion during the operation other than thoase
discussed above were frequent but of little consequence, and could not
be described as conslusive and g total of 22 VA, EIA were confirmed and
9 individusl weapons captured. The battalion incurred & ¥WIA, 20 WIA Med
Evec and 15 1A mincr. .

The battalion conducted a tactical movement to the Cam Lo Bridge on
8 April and boarded wvechicles for transportation to Dong Ha. On 9 fpril
Companies "I" and "M" returned by vehicle to the jumction of Route #1 and
Route 566 and comploted a tactical movement to the A=3 Position to
relieve Companios "K" and "M", 3/1, assigned to man the A-3 Position and
Hill #28 in the pbsense of 3/3. ’

On 9 April OPOON of Company "E" was chopped to 3/4." Company "E" was
assigned to the C-2 FPosition less one platoon which was subsequantly
chopped by 3/4 to 1/4 to man the C-2 Bridge Position, (Company "EK" with
gll platoons was chopped to the GPCON of 1/9 on 23 ppril. The entire
company is presently assigned to the C-2 Position.

Company "L" was assignod to the OPCON 3rd Squadrons 5th
Calvary, USA Auring the poried 9-16 April.

UNCLASSIFIED
While OPCON to 3/4, = Company "K" squad sized, killer t

an estimated WVA Company on 16 April and was subsequently reinforced

4



DECLASSIFIED

s

A

by the remainder of Company "K" on 17 April. Twelve NVA, XIA's were
confirmed and two individusl woapons captured, while Company "E" suffored
5 KIa and 16 VI5, Med Evacs.

Other than indicated above contacts gained during this period in
the A3 AO were infrequent and of little comsequence. Enemy movement
appeared to be genorally confined to the south and wost.

Work is uwnder way to convert the Company Strong Point located north
of A=3% on Hill #28 to a platoon reinforoed Combat Outpost, in order to
make better use of aveilsble manpower,; in conducting more sggressive
oparationas. A major portion of the effort in connection was completed
Auring this reporting period.

The combat readinoss of the battalion hes shown a marked increase
as a result of an sccelerated Iinmput of personnel and progress in the
maintonance and supply arcas. An accelerated training program is also
oxpected to pay major Aividends.

The battalion was ordored Auring the latter phases of the reporting
period to proposa an oxterded operation in the Loatherneck Square areas
in commection with the recont build up of NVA forcee and 3rd Marine
Divieion rice donial plan has been submitted and spproved by|CG, %rd
Marine Division and it is anticipated the operation will e
during the initisl phases of the next reporting period.

-]
DECLASSIFIED
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PART TII
SEQUENPTAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Combgt Migsions Assigned.

a. Basic Migsion, To conduct missions in assigned area of operations
in ancordance with 3rd MarDiv Operation Order 59-67.

b. To conduct anti-filtration operations in A0 with special emphasis
on interdicting nurthfamth infiltragtion routes. Assume regponsibility
for enlarged A0 to include ocutpost of Hill #28. Defend and provide pro-
tection for construction effort on Route 566. Referarncey 9th Marine
Operation Plan 2-68; 9th Marine Frag Order #14, (Operation Kentucky).

¢c. Conduct a intensive search and destroy operation on a 2000 meter
frontage from the west, from the 17 grid line from An Phu to the & grid
line, placing maximum emphasis on the destruction of endmy positions
and emplacements encountered. Reference: 9th Marines Frag Order 18
(Operation Kentucky). Battalion Frag Order T-68.

d. On D=1 szcure a patrol base at YD 188735 and conduct platoon size
night ambushes at YD 185735 and YD 190738 prior to last light.
(1) Seize Objectives #1 at YD 197746 and #2 at YD 189747 with one
(1) reinforced company each and corduct daylight search and attack patrols
and dﬁght ambushes from these locations. Reference: Battalion Frag
Order £ '

2. Significant Operations Conducted.

a. The Battalion (-) conducted a search and destroy operation
in accordanco with 9th Marines Frag Order #18 during the pericd 4-8
April 68. A After pction Repart of the operstion is included in Part IV
with the supporting documenta.

(1) 4 spril 68 - At 10008 Company "I" seized Objective Jill
with Company "K" moving up on the east flank. Company "K' engaged 8 NVA
at YD 157694 with M-60's 4 mortars and artillery, after an air strike
"I" swopt through the area capturing one WA peck. U4t 153UH czements of
Company "L" received small arms fire from YD 157698. The company
assaulted through a bunker complex which was concealed by heavy veget-
ation and captured ons (1) NVA redio and one (1) NVA pack. The battalion
set in for the night with no further sightings.

{2} 5 April 68 = At OBOOH elements of Company "M" made contact
with eix (6) NVi at YD 158696 and killed two (2) of the enemy. At
approximately the same time, Company "E" cbserved four (4) WNVA in the
same gonerel areoa and engaged thom with unknown results. (See support-
ing documents for list of captured gear).

The awoep contimed throughout the day with several bunker complexes
located and numerous enemy cquipment found which is listod seperately in
Part IV of this chronolcgy. The Battalion established two seperate

RELICCHTED
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perimeters for the night due to the thick vegotation and the desire-
ability of employing more night activities to cover the area. Aa Com~
panies "M" and "L" were digging in their local security was engaged with
small srms from a NVA unit at YD 171663. TFositions were consclidated and
night ectivities set in. Saversl asmbushes reported movement sround their
positions and at 2330H a Company "L" ambush made contart with a unknown
gize enemy force at YD 168678. It was nedsessary for the ambush to fight
its way back to the company perimeter.

(3) & i1 68 - At 0001H a Company "K' ambush engsged a enemy
unit and reported one (1) wounded sprroximately 25 meters from the
position. At 0015H, the Company K" smbush was heavily engaged and fought
their way back *o the company perimeter.

The Company "L" perimeter received a heavy ground attack which was
broken with small arms and extremely close end acourate 5mm Mortar
and srtillery lefensive fires. At 0645H Company "L" sesrched the battla
area capturing 4 POW's and counting 17 HVA bodies. At 1600H while
moving to seize the ground at ¥D 159651 Company "L" obserwved 16 NVA
flocing from the objective to the east. The NVA were pursued by small
arms fire, artillery and fiyed wing aircraft. The battalion roceived
mertar fire on this ground wvhile consolidating the position on two
occasions at 18508 and 49%0H. The mortar fire was extromely accurate
and followed shortiy after a holiscpter resupply. 4t 205(H Company "E"ig
1ocal rocurity received spproximately 10 Chi Coa grenades and at 2224H
engagod an estimated 20 NVA with amall arms. _
(4) 7 _april 68, = At 0800H the area of the Company "K" contact
was soarched and one AKAT rifle was captured along with cther equipment.
Throughout the remainis? of the day numercus supply caches were dis-
covered =snd destroyed. At 20554 a Company "K" listening posf engaged &
unknown size NVA force at YD 165658. At 2100H the battalion received
numerous probes from the north and west. The probes were supported by
60mm mortars, Chi Com grenades and rifle grenades. Tho listoning posts
were pulled back into the perimeter and supparting fires oalled. Contact
waa brolen after about one hour.

(5) 8 %il 68, = Seizure of the remaining objectivel was
accomplighed withou ident and the operation secured at 1600H when
the battalion entrucked at Cam Lo Bridge for Dong Ha.

%« Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy.

as During the month of April, the 3rd Battalion, 3d Marimes inflioted
the followingcasualties on the enemy; 23 NVA KIA (confirmed) and 4 FOW's.

. | Cas ties Sustgined.

as Name of Surgeon: Lt. Walter P. Drysdale, MC, USRR, 1-8 April
It, Emilio Jiminez, MC, TU3HR 8-30 April

b ificant Ev :

| UNCLASSIFIED |
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(1) On 2 ppril, one member of HAS Company was an NBC from
falling in a hole, possible fracture left leg.

(2) On 4 April, one member of H&S Company was killed in actien
from enemy small grms fire, one Kit Carson Scout attached to Lima
Company ?f 3 was wounded from enemy mortars.

3) On 5 April, 3 members of Mike Company, 4 members of Lima
Company were wounded in action from small arms fire. Also one meuber
from Mike Company was killed in gotion at the same time. One member
of Kilo Company was an NBC self inflicted wound. One dog handler from
34 MP Bn. attached to 3/3 was wounded from enemy small arms fire,

(4) On 6 April, 17 mewbera of Mike Company, 9 members of Lima
Company, 3 members of Kilo Company, one member of H&S Company were
wounded due to eremy morters and Chi Coms; 2 members of H&S Company were
killed in action due to cremy wortars and one member of "C" Company, 3d
Engineers atiached to 3/3 wounded from enemy mortara.

(5) ©Cn 7 April, 5 meobers of India Company and ono menmber of
Miko Cm:?w was wounded due to enomy Chi Ceom grensdes.

{6) Ca 14 april, one psmber of India Company was wounded from
enemy fire.

(7) ©n 16 #pril, ¥ mecbors of Kilo Company were Kli'ed from enemy
fire ard Chi Coun; one renbicr of Kilso Company was wounded from enemy fire.

(8) On 17 April, 14 mombers of Kilo Conmpany was wounded and
twe neobere of E&ES Company was wounded from enemy mortars. Two mombers
of Kilo Coopany wero KliA'e from onony mortars.

(3) Cn 27 4pril, one member of Lima Company non-hostils shrapnel
wound of the left ’cg dus to destroying enomy bunkers,

10} On 24 Ajxil, eno morber of Mike Company NBC self inflicted
«45 wound, T&T cbdorcn.

(41) Ca 29 2fpril, one meuber of Mike Company was an NBC from a .
golf inflinted M-16 wound, T&T loft ankle.

(12) On 30 April, omo membor of Kile Company was wounded duo to
eromy artiliery.

(13) Muber of Battle Casualtica:

TOTALS K14 ? DOW MI4 HNBC NEC KITLED
SMC 3/3 8 0 0 c > 0
USN 3/3 1 3 0 0 v} o
USMC OTHER 0 3 0 0 0 0
(14) Thore wore a total of 1,268 inoculations given during the

month of April,
(15) Outpationt Viaits:
Conmon Complaints;

1) FUO 3 .
Voneroal Discasc 5 =
Fout Oasuslties & UNCLASSIFIED
Malaria 0
Dental 57
Cellulitis 22
Diarrhea 23

a8

BEnc loBure (1)
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¢+ Mpdical Tronds: There wore 15 cases of dysentery with fover
in Lina Company. The causc was fresh bread pickod up et battalion rear
wvhen the company loft for the forward arsa., Thr bread was not consumed
immedintely and was axposcd to extreme temporature ranges.

d. Prgblem Arecas: None
5« HNew Tochnigues Fmployad. Nona

6. Coomand Relations.

a. CPCON - Qth Marinas, ADO"N ~ 3c0d NharDiv
b. On 2 ppril 1968 assumed OPCON of Conpanics "B and ™', 3d Bn,

1at Marines.

g, Or ¢ =il 1968 Companies "X" & "MV, 34 Bn, 18t Marinecs were
chopped fronm EE'LDH tn the 3th Marines.

d. On 9 #pril 1968 Company "“™ chorped to OPCON 3d Bn, 4th Marines.

. On 9 April 1968 Company "L" chopped to OPCON 34 Squadron, 5th
Armored Cavalery, USi.

f. 16 Arril 1963, Company "1" chopped from OPCON 3d Squadron, 5th
frmared Cevalory, U3l %t¢ ¢ Bag 32 Marines.

Ts Egvipnarl. dHoneo
8. logistics.
as Supply:

(1) Genoral: During this reporting period the battalion haa
continucd to build up the 4-3 Fositlon. Daily resupply by helicopter
is the principlc mesns of transportation to A-3.

(2) Class I. 4 daily resupply maintains thc regular supply of
Class I at a threc to five day lovel. Wator buffalos are lifted in and
out prioarily by helicoptere.

(3) Class II. There otill remains s critical shortsge ont
Bayonots
Gas masks and filtars
Magazines - 45
Binoculsrs

Splt teblots

(4) Claas IIT. HNo problems cncountered in keeping an asdequate
supply of FOL on hand.

(5) Class IV. Due to Operation Dye Marker no :ﬂﬁhhu have been
ancounterod in obtaining Class IV items.

Priloswra [1)
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(6) Class V. Tho battalion supply of Class V is malntained at a

BA + 10 DOA.
be 1 Tr arts

(1) The present status is considered alesquate for current .
operations on the M27442's (mules), M42241 (mites) and W3TE1 (rc).

(a) Breakdown of M42241 (mites)
1) T/E 20

2) 0/H 14

) 2ud Eehelon Maint. O
3rd Echelon Maint. 1

Code "X"ed T
Operational 12

(8) Breakdown of MZ/442 {mules)
1) /B 30

(2) 6/B 29

{3} 2rd ¥rhelon Maint. 8

3rd Echelon Maint. 1

Code ""ed 1

6) Operational 20

(¢) A chortege of carburators, magnetos, }gﬂiti—::n kits,
fuel pumps, rear cables and cable leads for the M2T442 Mulas) still

exista irn our motor transport sectilon.

\?) Ninth Motor Transpart Battalion provides trucks to pick uwp
and deliver suppliss to the ISA for helicopter resupply. On geveral
occcasions truck support has been inadequate.

c« Englneer Assigbances

(1) The 11th Engineers have provided sseistance in landsceping
and erected two wotch towara at tho A-3 Position.

(2) The 3rd Enginecrs have provided assistance by budlding a
showar unit at A-3 Fosition. Alsgo provided a bull doser whiol was used
to dig positions for the tank platoon, dig out and cover trash pits for
the poeition. J

;

d., Or S
(1) At the ond of the month the battalion maintained tho

following stetus:
Fﬂ.“-.'frﬁrﬂ [ | ;;'13_.3“1;5.‘-_-,:
L“"‘ iCallPEED)

Enc To5®% (1)
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I /B O/E OFRATIONAL 2pd WM.

M=14 Rifles 52 52 52 0 0
45 Pistols 329 354 354 0 0
Shotguna 13 18 17 0 1
M-60 MO 35 31 31 0 0
106RR 8 8 7 0 1
M-T9 36 38 38 0 o
81mm Martars 8 8 B a] 2
60mm Mor tars 12 12 11 0 1
3.5 Rockot 32 30 27 0 3
M-16 Riflss 919 996 96 0 ]
106 RR Mounts a8 £ T 0 1
Flame Throwers a 9 4 o o

9. Cilvie Aotion. None

10. Adminigtration.

n. An swards caorcmony was hold on the 2Tth of fpril. The below
medals were preacnizd to mombors of this battalion by Mgjor General
Tompkine, Commandinr Genersl, 3Ird Marine Division.

2 PFronze Star Modals
1 Navy Ccznmendation Medal
12 Purple Bearts

k. 4 total of £ Court Mariials wore held during April; 2 9CM .
Ton Court Martials sre pending. Five Battelion Commanders Office Hours
warg conploted and nono are ponding. There was 4 Company Commandors
Of fice Hours sompletcd and 20 are pending.

c. Special Services provided Stationary Kite, Game Kits, free beer
and free soda during the month of April.

d. Post Exchange services werc not avallable to the battalion due to
it being located at A-3 bowover Sundries Packages ware distributed.

@. Liberty was not authorized during this period.

f. Turing the month 9 Officers and 49 Enlisted Merinea rotated to
CONUS. Two Officers and 3 ™nlisted wore transfercd as a result eof
mediecal cvacuntion. Thirty Soven onlistod Marines were transfered
within the Regziment or Division.

11. Fersonnel.

s Galns: 3 USMC FFs5 135 USMC ENL; 1 USN
b. Logsos; 8 USMC OFF3; 135 USMC ENLj 1

11
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6. Monthly Strength (Average)s:

MC (FF MC ENL USN OFF USKN ENL
38 1054 2 56

d. Yot loas/gain:

MC OFF M ENL USN OFF TSHN ENL
5!70 0/0 0/0 4/0

8. Emergency loave for the month of fpril; 1 U3 snlisted. There
were no humanitarian transfors during the month of April. Twice/thric
woundod or reassigned outsido of RVY due to father/ Wrother.in . .. -
country; 4 USMC onlistcd. .

f. Thore was one H-rdship Dischsrgo spplied for during the past
month. Threc arc ponding.

" g« Throe AMuinistrative Discharges are peniing.

h. The RAR Program continucs to be a major morale factor within this
commani. There woie T3 out of country R38R quotas used and 13 in country
quotas during this roporting peried. :

i. Morale ie considored to be excellent to outstanding.

j. Postal Serviccs Muring *he month have been good. Mail was
deliversd +5 the forward position by air as aveilgble. '

12. Intelligence,

During the month of April, 3rd Battalion, Third Marince participated
in one operatiocn st the start of the month. It lasted 5 daye and took
tha battalion south of 4-3 to Cem lo. Contact was made on several
ocoasions but they were all light contacts. There were a few other
contacta throughout the month. All were mincr contacta.

On the 4th of April, 3/3 etarted an operation in which they moved
south from the trace to Cam Lo sweeping through the 15 and 16 grids.
There was contact everyday but it was light. On one day 3/3 was hit by
enemy mortars on two seperate cccassions. See Part IV for After sotion
Report, dated 12 fpril 68 for a day by day syncpsis. .

Company India on 14 April while running a patrol made contact at
1237H at (YD 198696). They engaged with small arms sbout 4 to 6 N{A.
Contect was broken after s brief exchange of fire and at spproximately
1300H Company India procesded to check cut the immediate area to exploit
the sontact. They found several fresh fighting holes and the remains of
a claymore mine which was used during the contact. They also found verious
other gesar.

¥ Enciosure (1)
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On 16 Mpril 68, at 0855H, Mike Compeny elemonte made mntﬁ; with
what sppeared to be a dug in NVA squad. Contact was made at 154701)
while Mike Companye eloments wore moving to a daylight ambush site.
Company Mikes elements ergaged the cnomy with small arme while the rest
of the Company deployod to sld elemonts in contaet. Artillery and 81's
were employed, At 0910H, the FVA were spotted moving away from their
poeition. Shortly aftorwards Company Mike checkod out the area and
recovernd ono crow served woeponh.

Company Idme on the 23rd of April €B had elemonts of their company
roturning to the patrol base. At OTO1H they cbserved 2 WA at (YD 1511’!'15]-
They engaged tha 2 RVA with small srms and M-T9's. Tho NVA then fled to
the cast. Tho area was scarched with negative results.

At 1445H on the 2%rd of April 68, A-3 roceived 20 rounds of enemy
ertillory estimated to bo 85mm caliber. The artillery came from an
azimuth of 6100 mils. They impactod outside the perimeter at (YD 180719) -

On 26 April 68 an India Company embush at (YD 192734) engagod an
undotermined number of W4 with small arms and M-79's. At 2020H the .
ambush continued to fire M-T9's in tho erea of contact and receivod two
Chi Com gronades. The area was kopt under observation end sesrched at
first light. The; found ore NVA EKIA and captured a lot of gear.

This month we hed no strong contects. There wero many light contects
with wvery small wnis. FWnemy artillery and mortars has decreased this
month. There was a lot of enomy movement in owr area, howover it was
soall units rather than lsrgo units. There were many spottings of 2
.and 3 persons movirg in our erca. These were engaged by artillery, 81's,
4.2's and 106's and automatic weepons when possible. The incoming we
rocoived was genarglly off target.

ENEMY GEAR CAPTIRED 1 - 30 dpril 68

Hegomoola 2 DH = 10 Mines 1

W4 Paoka 28 French AT Mines 5

NV) Radio 4 RPG = 2 round - 1

AK Magazines 9 7.62 pomo/MG (rounds) 2200
Cartridge belts 3 Irum Magazines for MG 3

Chi Com grenadecs 32 RPG=2 charges : 3

Gas Mask 1 E-Tools ; ;. | AT
Binoculars pair 1 60mm Mortar rounds 500/400u/ fuses
Canteeans 2 T«62 Rounda for AR's ot
First 414 Eit 1 RPG=T muru‘_lnfw fuses 150
Wallets 2 A2mm rounis w/fuses 455
Mosquito Nets 3 Roll of Comm Wire i 1y

SES's 4 Type 56, Light MG 1
AE-4T"'a (] Camouf lage cover 1
Flashlights & Batteries 3 Blasting Caps, box 1

Radio Batteries 3 Detonators 20

Rope 1 Z=10 type mines . -5
Biecyclea 2 Chi Com grenade pouchea = 3

13

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Bandages 2 Camera 1
Docuements 5 Magazine Fouch 1
Saveragl bags of rice and muxch Rice Bowls 2

clothing, khaki uniform and
civilian attire

13. Communicgtions.

a. The Communications Platoon ran normal wire and radic operations

* at A=3. Esch company was lssued two PRC-6's in addition to thelr normal

41 radics for use in tising in thalr 50mm mortar positions. Four new
radios were cbtained \PRC-93) for une with TACP., They are single fre—
quency UHF radios used to control fixed wing mircraft in the fisld. They
are being teasted in the field and so far have proved to be a very useful
item. The Comm Officer rotated and was replaced by Lt. D.P. BARBIEWO,16 Apr.

b. Training. A contact team made vp of the redioc chief and a teche
nician was orzanized to give a om» hour class on Tadic Proceedurey maint-
enance snd operation to all 0311 raiio operators in the line companies.
In sddition, leason plans were submitted from radio, wire and TAC Party
for a 3 hour ¢lasn to all squad leadars and potential squad leaders. The
clgss is scheduled in May.

e. FEauipment Stztus, We received ithree new FRC 25'a this month and
B FRC-6's on a spacial allowance. WYe also received 4 FRC-93's and 64
new whip antcnnas. However, four FRC25's were dropped from our books.
Beacntial goar down s na follows
2 FRC - 41
1 MRS - 83
1 FRC - 25

d. Problem ircas, Throe radio operaters joined the pletoon this
ponth and two 0311's from Kilo Company have been assigned to the plgtoon
for training ss radioc operators. This should totally alleyiate our
previous shortage of operators. One Corporal 2847 was transfered out
of the Battalion lesving the battalion with one KY-8 technicihan. Thias
man will rotate in Jume, '

Tape antennas are still in bgrely adequate supply.

We sre still & PRC=25'g under our 'J!,f"'E and these are on orgler.

14. Westher, The weather during the month of fpril was warm -'n.nﬂ humid
with & few light rains, the mornings were usnally cool with ;11:.* of
morning miat and haze which dissppeared by late morning. -

hverage High - 83 degrees Aumidity - B5% !
Aversge Low - T0 degroes Frociptation - .87 incheas
 Average Vigibility .~ 5 miles 17ird 7 Enots from the noreth/west.
15, Fire Suppert. In fpril the artillery shot 4,900 rounds iln support

of 3/3. The support was excellent in most cases. During the * operation
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from 4 April thru 8 fpril 68, 1900 rounds were fired, Excellent re-
sults weras had with close defensive fires. These were fired in every
night and used every night either for protection or preps. The night

of 5 April was notsble in that over 500 rounds were fired all at close
(under 200 moters from friendlies) rargo. Fires were used to break the
force of contact and once this was done fires ware refired sll night

to keep the NVA from policing tho battle field. In the morning 17 bodles
and 4 POW's were found along with mmerous gesr and wospons.

Excellent rosults also were had with adjusted preps which were then
hit with TOT's. Massive preps were also fired uncbserved on targets of
an intclligence nature, however, tho battalion wae not convinced that
*hia is the best way to prep an area.

Throughout the rest of the month preps were shot in a saturation
pattern. That is many grids in a small ares ard hit for a given time
frame. This technique was sucessful in the battalions A0 because the
battalion knew where to place most prep fires effectively.

On calls were planned more selectivaly than in previous months and
the use of groups was cut down.

Tho obsxwvetion towers increassed visibility substantially and
increased cur -1sc of geter-l support, such as 8 inch and 175mm artillory.
To date however , the batta’ion has been able to loecate only omo enemy
artillery position. '

a~ Tits Proviling direct and Gonsvel Suvport,

Eﬂ Btry "I'", 2ad Bn, '2th Harines

2 Btry "B", 7nd Bn; i2th Marines

2) Bisy "P", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines

{i) Btry "C", 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA
) Biry "K", 4th Bn, 13th Marines

&) Btxy "L", 4th Bn, 12th Marines

7) Biry "M", 4th Bn, 12th Marinca

8) Btry "W", 41st Bn, 12th Marines

9) Btry "W, 2nd Ba, 12th Marines

m} 15t ", Howtizer Biry, 3rd MarDiv,
51) @th Bn, 4th sctillery, USA

EY

b. Migsions Fireds

(12 Suspected enemy positions 189
(2) Prep Fires 92
3) ILive Missions (5V4/¥C in open) 55
4) Night defensive fires 20
5) Blocking Firces 12
) TFinal protective fires T
7) Counter battery 3
8) Marking rounds 3
9) Tllvmination 1
1Eﬁ; Recon by fire 1
11) H & I's rogquested 650

15
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(2) Biam Martsrs

(a) Prap Firas 54
b) Targets of Opportunity 23
¢ ) Counter Morter
d) H& I Firos

He

c. Jmmunition Exponded.

(1) Artillery

a) 105mm 2,9%
b} 155mm 106
o 175mm 17

s 4 2mm 1 'Tﬂ'ﬁ

fe g 20

(2} Aiom Mortars

a) HEM (now) 1,749
Zh WP ?'_EH}
Eu WP (old) 146
d) Illumination 2

16. Alr Support.

a. Thare ware ro airvebrikes contrelled by this Bi:atinn, howovar ,
AD's ran vovaral ptrikes in o AC.

b. hore wore 103 TPQ's roquested by this battalion a.ml 27 woro
hit.

¢« There were 16 Med Evecs run, evacusting 36 peoplo.

d. Two reconnaissance flights worc requostod and two Teceived.

e. Thore werc no HU-1E gunships controlled by this hh’htu.linn,
however, A0'e ran sovaral flights in our A0O.

£fo 1rare wera four AC flights rogquosted plus the nnml AD covar=
aga in thce groa.

g. Ten C&C flights were requested and nine (9) roceived.

h. Helicopters liftod 634,153 pounds of cargo and 286 Passorgears
for this battalion.

17. Jtetivitios/Deactivations/Redesignations. Wone

18. Traininz Hsport., Maxioum offort was made during tho month of April
to inoreosse tho gquality and guanity of training. A classroom bunker and
small arma range wore conatructed in this connection. The priimary
ocbjective was & through retraining of section, squed and team leaders
in the basic concepts and techniques of tactics and wespons. - Bmphasis
was placed on the responsibility of small unit laaders to tl:*a:!.n their

AIAN ACSIENE
| I!-.--M-'H.-..-'E.-' -.'}.-I..]-.!.

16

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

L

L —t

mon and a concertod effort was made to prepare them for this mission.
Five (5) hours of NBC instruction was givan to a total of 132 Marines.
Subjects includod care and usc of the fiocld protective mask and theo
nature of various sgents omployed in MBC Warfares.
A machine gun school was organized to include throe (3) sopcrate
blocka of instruction and provide a total of 21 hours of instruction
to 245 Harines. Blocks of instruction includcd;

a. HMochanieal training and ecycle of operation, malfunctions and
stoppages and immodiste action, mil relation and travorsing and olevat-
ing mochanism. ;

b:. Tacticel coployment in tho dofonsoe and offense.

¢s Techniguos of fire. Instructions were egually divided among
lecture, demonstration and spplication and a livo firing exercisc was
included.

A 60mm mortar school gave 14 howra of instruction to TO Marines.
Clasees included mochenical training, conduct of fire, adjust fire and

Plotting bosrd.
Additional miscellanoous instruetion included individual and goneral

wogpons, communications and compass and msp reading by instructions at

"the company lovel.
An MCO School wng organized with instructors, lesson plans and train-

ing aids Topared to comnonce on 1 May.

\ UNCLASSIFIED |
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ODRNAL 8 1L 1

il At 0B4CH a message was received from the Oth Marines
Tequesting that all increases and decroases of papporting assets be.
reported to 9th Marines (Attn S-3) as soon as possible. At 1035H,
Company "1" departed to escort tanks to Route #1. At 15500, a mossage
was received from S-2, 9th Marines that a unidentified enemy element
was in the vicinity of YD 210692. Eated B-3. Company w[P returned to
A-3 at 1515H. At 2015H, the AN/PPS 5 detected movement but eould not
determine if it was metallc.

2 spril 1968. At O100H, Company WE" reported movement in front of their
lines, it was balieved to be an animal. One 4.2mm morisrc 5 enlisted
men were chopped from the battalion effective at 1800H 1 1 68. At
0845H, a Company "M" sential post returned to the position with a man
who hed been hurt by a wild boar and fractured his knee. At 1052H,
Col. Smith, 9th Marines Regimental Commander arrived on position. Col
Smith departed at 1120H. At 12005, a Company "M" sentinal post sighted
4 NVA moving south at YD 165705. AQ checked area with nogative resalts.
At 1800H, the battalion asssumed OPCOY of Companies HE" and "M" of
the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marinzs.

3 April 1968. At 1015H, civilians were observed at the battalion trash
dump. Company '"M" sent a detail to disperse them. Col Smith, 3th
Marines Regimental Ceommsnder srrived on position at 1430H and departed
at 1545H, At 1708H, (2) Marines from 31/1-;G were evecuated to "D" Med, one
rat bite and one for medical reasons.

i1 9968, At 0630H, the Battalion (-) departed to cenduct a sweep
in sccordance with 9th Marines Frag Order #18, (Bn FragO 6-68). Tenks,
106's, Bimm's and dusters remained on position.

At 0950H, an enemy 60mm mortar round was received from an azimath
of 5400 mils at a distance of approximately 1200 meters., An B81mm mortar
mission was fired with good target coverage.

At 1000H, Company "I" seized Objective Jill, At 11508, Company "E"
at YD 157694 mede contact with approximately eight (8) FVA. Company "E™
engaged with ME0's, mortars and artillery. An sir strike was called.
Company "I" swept through the area of contact and captured one NVA paok.
At 1228H, Company "K" discovered 3 bunkers at YD 157698. The bunkers
ware destroyed .

it 15%30H, at YD 158695 elements of Company "L" received amall arms
fire from what was believed to be a bunker complex concealed in heavy
vffntatiun resulting in o2e USMC, KIA and one Kit Carson Scout WIA. Company
"IM moved through the position and ceptured one NVA radio and a WVA pack.
At 1830H, Cowpany 'E" at YD 159694 discovered 3 bunkers, the bunkers
were destroyed. :

5 ppril 1968, The battalion contimes on sweep. Spot reports and sit -

——
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reparts are being submitted to Regimental Hosdquerters from the field.

At OBOOH, elements of Company "L" made contact with six W4 at TD
158696. Company "1L" elements engaged the enemy and killed two RVA. A%
approximstely the same time Company "K' cbserved four NVA in the same
goneral erea and engaged with unknown results. The following equipment
and wespons were captured.

1 JAmmnition belt w/4 mag's 2 ChiCom grensdes
1 Gas mask 1 Pair bincculars
1 Canteen 1 First Aid Kit
6 Pounds of rice 1 Wallet w/correspondence
.1 Mosguito net 1 Set of Green Ehaki clothing
1

A¥ = 47 Aseult rifle -

At 1000H, Company "L" discovered six (6) bunkers, three were caved
in and three were in good condition. The following equipment was found
in the bunkera:

3 NVA Packs 2 Baga assorted documents

2 Flashlights w/batteries % Radio batteries

1 Rope 2 Cas masks

1 Billfold Toiiet articles and sleeping gesr

The bunkers were destroyed and the egquipment turned into 5-2.

At 1445H +he battzlion crossed phase line blue and moved towsrd
Objective Joyce. At 1830H a Marine from Company "K" accidently shot
himself in the foot with a M-16 rifle. Enargensy evacuation was not
necessary and the man was Med Evaced ths following morning.

At 19004, Companies "IL" and "¥" while digging in night positions
waroe engaged with emall grms by a FVA unit at YD 171669. Fire was -
returned and the companies continued to consolidste their positionsa.

At emergency Med Evac was reguested for three WIA's and one KIA.

At 2015H, g Company "K' ambush reparted movement to their south and
north. The movement appeared to be 4 to 5 individusls moving east to
west. At 2330H, a Company "L" ambush made contact with a unknown eised
enemy force st YD 168678 and engaged with emall arme with unknown resulta.

6 _April 1968. At 0001H, a Company "L" ambush engaged an enemy unit and
reported one NVA wounded spproximately 25 meters from their positiom. A
0015H, the ambush was heavily engaged and fought their way back to the
company perimcter. The Company "1" perimeter received a heawy ground
attack, the attack was repulsed., Artillery and 8imm mortar missions
wora fired on the enomy. Two WIA's were sustained. At 0030H Company
wIntg listening posts sighted two WA moving north to south. ,

At 06450, Company "I" checked the area of the nights contact at
YD 168677 and discovored 17 PVA KIA's, 4 wounded POV's and 4 AE-4T'e
3 SKS's (carbines) and numerous oquipment. A&t 1210H, Company "M' sighted
10 VA moving wost at YD 165655. £n artillery mission was fired.

At 1215H, the A-3 Position rcceived two rounds of incoming artill-
ery ostimated to be 85mm. At 1355H, an estimated 6§ rounds of estimated
85mm incoming was received outside of the #-3 perimeter in the mimefield.
A souni aziomuwth indicated the rounds were fired from a dist
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gpproximately 3000 meters and 6000 mils. 4n 81om morter mission was
fired with unknown results.

At 1400H, Company "L" while on the move to Cbjective #5 were fired on
by MRVN elements and suffered two WIA's. WIA's were Med Evaced.

At 1600H while moving to seize the ground at YD 159651 cbserved 16
WA fleeing from the objective to the esast. The NVA were pursued by small
grma fire, ertillery and fixed wing.

4t 1850H the battalion received 20 rounds of enemy 60mm mortar fire
while consolidating Objective Six. Counter mortar fires were fired by
60mm mortara and artillery. Two KIA's and nine (9) WIA's were sustalned,
At 193%0H 15 more rounds of enemy 60mm mortsr fire was received. Fire was
Teturned with 60mm mortars and artillery.

At 2050H, at YD 159651 a company "K" listening post received gpprox-—
imately ten E'!l:r} Chi Com Grenades, no casualties were taken. At 2224H,
the listening post engaged sn estimated twenty (20) NVA with small arms
fire. The ligtening post was recalled and artillery was called in the
area of contact. Three (3) friendly WIA's (Won Evas) were sustained.

T fpril 1958, At OBOOH the area of Jompany "E" listerilng posts contact
was segrched. Blood stains. drag marks, and the following equipment and
wegpons were discoverad;

3 Chi Com Grenades -1 Banana clip magazine

1 MK - 47 rifle

At 1030H Company "M" found two (2) bicyrles at YL 167643. At 105(H,
Company "T" cbserved two (2) NWA moving at YD 163566 in heavy brush. The
enemy were engaged by saniper fire with negatire results. At 1430H,
Company "K" discovered a bunked cormplex at YD 154656. The bunker comp-
lex consisted of 27 bunkera which were destroyed. . The fallowing equip-
ment and ordnance wore found in the complex;

5 DH - 10 mines 4 Chi Com grenades

5 French anti tank mines 1 RFG = 2 round _
400 Rounds mechine gun ammunition 2 Machine gun ammunition drums
106 60mm Morter rounds 3 RPG T charges

1 NVA pack 2 Intremching tools

Several begs of rice Green and khaki uniforms

Cooking and eating utensils

At 1645H, Company "K" discovered 100 60mm mortar rounds at YD 150-
659. The ammunition was destroyed. At 2055H, a Company "E" listening
post sighted an unknown sized enemy force at YD 165558 and engaged with
emall arme, the enemy withdrew. At 2100H, the battalion at YD 158658
received numerous probes from the north and the west. The probes were
supported by €0mm mertsrs and Chi Com grenades., Iistening posts were
pulled into the jerimeter, )

At 2212H, a Company "M", Zrd Battalion, 1st Marince asbush cperating
from the A-3 Position sighted 4 enemy at YD 168714. The eubush was not
triggered due to the enemy not advancingz into the killing zone. The
anemy withdrew to the southwest.

21 Enc losure (1)
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8 jpeil 1968, At OT30, Company ™" secured Objective Diane. At 0930H,
civilians were observed at the A-3 trash dump, a detall was sent to

order them away.

At 1145H, It General Rosson, U3A and Seneral Tompkins srrived at the
A-3 Position. The Generals departed at 1200H.

At 1600H the battalion operation secured and the battalion entrucked
at Cam Lo Bridge for movement tc Dong Ha Combat Base.

i1 1968, At 0755H, Company "M", 3/1 departed A-3 Position and
arrived at Route #1 at 0858H. At 1025H, Company "I", 3/3 departed Route
#4 for A-3 with the Alpha Command Group following in trece. Company "I
arrived at A-3 at 1135H and Company K, 3/1 departed.

i 1230H, Company "M" and "E", %rd Battalion, 1st Marines were chop-
ped from OPCON to the 9th Marines.

Company "M", 3/3 departed Route #1 at 1315H. At 1340H, Company "K",
3/1 detonated a mine on Route #1 mpproximately 1500 meters south of
A-2. Seven casuslties were sustained and a Med Evac was called. No
other details. At 1445H, Company "M", 3/3 arrived at A-3.

{1 1968. At 11008 a Company "M" sentinal post sighted 20-22 persons
at YD 190725 en A0 was requested. People are believed to be civilians.
At 1335H, ItCol Marsh arrived at the A-3 Foeition with a convoy
from Dong Ha. Convoy departed A-3 for Dong Ha at 1405H.

11 _#pril 1968. #t 1054H, Company "M" discovered st YD 170706 an enemy
supply cache contsining the following crdnance;

800 Rounds MG Aamo 2 TH-10 mines

1000 Rounds A¥-47 smmo 450 82mm mortsr rounds w/fuses

400 S0rm mortar rounds w/fuses 20 Chi Com Grenades

150 RPG-T rounds w/fuses

A1l gamunition was deatroyed with the exception of 2, 60mmn , one 82mm
two RPC 7 rounds, one box of fusea which wers turned into the 5-2 section.
At 2245H, OP Grey reported sighting a spotlight at 4800 mils, 2000 meters
wept of the A-3 Position.

42 fpril 1965, Mo significant events.

13 _April 1'2153. At 1010H, = Company "I" sentinal post received shrap-
nel from a TPQ drop. No casuslties were sustained.

14 5;%!.1 1968. At 1237H, Cowpany I made contact with 3 to 4 NVA at

YD 198696, Engaged with swall srma. At spproximately 1300H one

Marine received a minor gunshot wound (Non Evac). Coumpany "I proceed=
ed to check out izmediate srea to exploit contact. At 1415H, Company
wI» discovered fresh fighting holes approximately 3 to 5 bours old.

The remains of a claymore mine which was detonated during the contaot.
Also a IH-10 pine waa found. At 1429H Company "I" found a expended
link of 25 rounds of Soviet T.62mm emmunition, one small roll of clay-
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more mine wire and a document. Tquipment and document were forwarded
to the Regimental S-2.

At 1610H a Marine was sighted by Company "I"™ walking alone at YD
155696, a helicopter picked up the Marine at 1700H. Marine was believed
to be fi'nm the 1at Battalion, 4th Marines who had become secperated from
a patrol.

15 April ]Eﬁ&. Yo significant events.

16 April 196B. At 0855H, Company '"M" elements contact st YD 154701
with what appeared to be a dug in NVA squad. An AQ was requested.
Company "M™ engaged with small srms gnd deployed to reinforce elemant
in contact. An artillery and 81nm miesion was fired. At 0910H the NVA
were obscrved moving northwest from their poaltion at YD 154T701. At
0930H, Ccmpany "M" while checking ocut the area of contact found one
NVA light machine gun w/amounition drum, (7.62um).

At 1400H, Company "M" found 5 empty mortar ammunition boxes and 2
B2nm mortaer rounds at YD 156698.

Company '"M" returned to the A-3 Position at 1850H. The captured
weapon and ordnance were tvrned in to the Regimental 5-2.

17 _Apeil 1968. 4t 0125H, OF Silver reported movement but could not
give a azimuth. At 0500H, OP Silver reported movement in grid YD
181736, ordered to keep grid under observation. 2

At 1240H, while on patrol, Company "M" wee alerted for possible
helicopter lift to reinforce Company "EK". A larding zone was selectad
at YD 205721%.

At 1450H a convoy from Tong Ha arrived at A-3. Company "L returnesd
from Dong Ha and providing security for convoy. The convoy departed the
A-3 Poaition at 1545H. 3

At 1830H, Company "I" found 3 fresh graves at YD 197712. The graves
were opened and 3 edult male bodles were discovered. Bodles were
killed by shraprnel. A message from the 9th Marines 5-3 was received
at 2135H deeiring grids for possible alr delivery of €3, Orids to be
submitted no later that 180630H. S5-3, 1-4 Offéer and 2-4 Officer notified,
At 2330H, grids were sent to the Regimental 5-3.

A8 Aprdl 1968, At 0936H, a messsge from the Sth Marines S-3% cancelled
thrust points due to a conpromise,

At 0940H, Company "M" sighted 2 NV4 at YD 173744. Company "M
engeged omemy with anvomatic weepons fire snd fired artillery and 4.2
mortar missicns with good target coverage. Ut 1124H a mossage was received
from 1et Battalion, 4th Marines requesting clearence of grid squares 1567 -
and 1668 for cperations. Grid sguares were cleared. At 1600H a meB8AZE
was receivoed from the 9th Marines S-3 concerning regquests for AO"a.

19 spril 1968, No significant events.

LLE”TSEFHIE@ .
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20 ﬁg 1968, At 0S05H, a message from 9th Marines directed that stray
animals in ning fields be taken under fire and destroyed, if possible
prior to detonating mines.

At 1156H, Company "L" at YD 184735 found two bunkers 4X4 feet, =i
overhesded, approximetely 5 months old and at YD 184736 discovered one
bunker spproximately 2 to 3 weeks ocld. 411 bunkers were destroyed. An
WA intrenching tcol was also found.

At 1512H, at YD 190723 Company "I" discovered a anti aircraft position
conslating of a circulsr tremch with a six foot mound in the center. In
the center of the mound a two foot piece of bamboo was mounted. ¥
It was believed to"ha a makeshift mount for an automatic weapon.

21 April 1968, Fo significant events.

22 April 1968, At OFOMH, Company "L" at YD 164707 discovered two
bunkers gpproximately two monthe old, overheaded, dirt and wood rein-
forced. The bunkers were destroyed.

At 1015H, Major Gemeral Stillwell, USA visited the position. The
Goneral depsrted at 1040H,

At 1153H olements of Company "L" observed 4 WA moving north at YD
148706, in exrtillery and 4.2 wortar mission was fired. A search of the
area was held and a camouflaged cover and one bag of rice was found., At
1205E, elements of Company "L" sighted 20 to 25 BVA at YD 143707, all
armed and with camouflaged packs snd green uniforms. A0 was on station
and an ertillery mission was fired with unknown resulta.

At 2025H, OP Gold observed 6 NV through a starlight scope in a
rice paddy at YD 170736. The NVA were engaged with small arms, artillary
and 81un mortar night defensive fires. Area will be checked out at firast
light. At 211CH, OP GolA hed more suspected movement. At 2233H a
t:r;:pwi:z" listening post reported movement to their fromt, inaside the

EC W w

i1 1968. At 0645H elements of Company "L" at YD 153706 found
five (5) B2mm mortar rounds. The rounds wore destroyed by demolitions.
At OTOTE an element of Company "L" while returning to the company patrol
base observed 2 NVA at YD 151706 and engaged with smgll grms fire. The'
WA returned fire with swall arms and ¥-79's and then fled to the east.
The area was searched with negative results. At 0910H at YD 154704
Company "L" while destroying a bunker suffercd one (1) WIA casualty
f;t:;g A sccondary explcsion. A Med Evac was called and completed at

At 1000H a Company "M" OP sighted three (3) NVA at YD 182742. A 106,

il;:ueﬂm:tgr{g?ﬂmmﬂlwy mission was fired with unknown results. At

y TWO 4 were sighted at YD 18 b wIu,
mortar and 90mm miseion fi:m;ﬂ with *nml:m1 Ejfaﬂ'glzﬂ[w x o

RN AQE
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11 1968, At 0905H, Ceol Marsh departed to visit Company "K' at the
C=2 Poaition. '

At 1100H a Company "M" sentinal post sighted two (2) NVA personnel
in the open at YD 183749. An artillery mission was fired with good target
coverage. At 1110H, Col Marsh returned to A-3 Fosition.

At 1240H, Company "M" reported a accidental discharge at their
sentinagl post position, resulting in (1) Marine being wounded. An
emergency Med Evao was requested. Med Evao was completed gt 1317H. A
serious incident report will be submitted to regiment. At 1445H, the
A=3 Position received 20 rounds of enemy artillery fire of a estimated
85mm caliber. The fire wne received from an azimuth of 6100 mils. The
rounds impacted outside the perimeter at YD 180719.

25 fpril 125% At 1950H, small grms fire was received on the south side
of the perimeter. A 106mm mission was fired.

26 spril 1968. At 0500H, Company '"M" departed in accordance with Bn Frag
Order 8-68. At 1301 Company "L" discovered two bunkers at YD 194732,
bunkers were destroyed.

At 1330H, incoming enemy artillery was cbserved impacting at YD -
194740 and YD 180730. 4t 1345H, Company "L" destroyed cne dud 105ma’
round at YD 1689729. At 1430H, Company "M" returned to A-3. '

«ft 1710H, the battalion was notified by the 9th Marines S-3 to
heve one (1) company standby for possible employment to Con Thein.
Company "L" was placed on alert and secured from standby st 1945H. At
1933H a Coumpany "I" ambush (TIA1) at YD 192734 engeged an undetermined
number of WA with small srms and M-79's. At 2020H IA1 reported firiag. ¥
M-79's in the area of contact. The ambush received two Chi Com grean %
one of which was a dud. Area was kept under observation and will be’®
searched at first light. :

At 2045H a Company "L" OF sighted spproximately 6=8B NVA at s distance
of 1000 meters in the vicinity of YD 185731. in artillery mission was
fired with unknown results. At 2108H an OF and the battalion lines
pighted two groups of 4 to 5 individuals at YD 176723.

27 Aﬁril 1968, 4t 060DH, (firet light), IA1 searched the area of contasct
and discovered 1 WA, EIA and egptured the following equipment and
weapons;

4 /X magazines w/rounds 3 DH-10 mines

1 Box blasting capa 2 Facks
20 Tetonators 3 Chi Com grenades
6 2-10 mines 1 Flashlight

1 Certridge belt w/canteen 2 Chi Com holders
2 Boxes ARK-£7 ammunition 1 Camerg

1 Certridge belt for Chi Coms 2 Rice bowls

and magazines 2 Mosquito Nets
2 Bandagos 2 Hammoocks
1 Document Asported ei
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1 Empty Can 1 AX-47 rifle

#11 goar was forwarded to the Regtimental S-2. At 1330H, General
Frulsk arrived at the =3 Pogition to present awards to members of the
battalion. The General departed gt 1500H. At 1537H a convoy from
Dong Ha arrived on the position. The convoy departed at 1670H.

28 April 1968, At 0930H OP Gold cbeerved two (2) persons in civilian
clothing at ID 16673%. An 81mom mortar mission Wwas fired with good target
coverage: At 1115H, a Company "“I" sentinal post sighted an individual
at YD 187709. The parson was cerrying a rifle.

29 fpril 1968. No significant events.

20 E.ﬂ. jﬁﬂ; At 1335H, OP Gold sighted tube flashes at a distance
of approximately 2500 meters and a azimuth of 5400 mils. An ertillery
and 81mm mortar mission was fired with unknown results.

UNGLASSIFIED
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HEADQUART ERS
34 Battalion, 34 Narines
34 Marine Division (Rein) PMF
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

Copy___of ___ Copies
3d Bn, 34 Mar
A-3 Position

2 hpril 68

Freg Order 7-68
Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 MS Series L7014, Sheets 64421V and 6442IT1.

Time Zona: H

Task Organization.

Compgny "I" (Rein) Capt. 0.J. LEHRACK
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12

FO Tesm, 81mm Mortar Platoon

Ih* Tﬂm, Erdl MF Bn.

Sniper Team, Hgs Co. 9th Marines

FAG/TACP Team

Engineer Team, "C" Co.,; 3rd Engineer Bn.

HST Team, 3rd -Shore Party Bn.

vE" (Rein) Capt. D.R. FRARE
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12
FO Team, 81mm Mortar Platocon
Dog Team, 3rd MP Bn.
Sn.tpﬂ.'l." TH’HEI| Hq- Co. ¥ 9th Marines
FAC/T ACP Team
Engineer Detachment, "C" Co., 3rd Engineer Bn.

Company "M" (Rein) Capt W.H. MCADAMS
FO Team, '"C" Btry, 1/12

FO Team, B81mm Mortar Flatoon

Sniper Tpam, Hge Co.y 9th Marines

HST Team, "C" Co. 3rd Shore Party Bn.

FAC/T ACP Tean

Engineer Detachment, "C" Co, 3rd Engineer Bn.

"L (Rein) Capt. P.R. MA'THEWS
PO Team, "C" Biry, 1/12
FO Tegn, Bimm Mortar Platoon
Sniper Team, Hq. Cosy 9th Marines
FAC/T ACP Team
Engineer Detmchment, "C" Co. 3rd Engineer Bne.

27
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Orientgtion - Refor to Operation Overlay Annex (2) ( Sce 3rd Mar.
Div., Oparation Overlay 18-68.

1. Situgtion.

a: Epemy Forces.

1 Sea Current INSIMS.
2) Seoc Annex (B) Enemy Situation overlay.

b. Friendly Fercos.

(1) Operation Kemtucky contimiss and the 9th Marines AOQ remains
'Hfl.'E BADS «

(a) The 9th Marines will employ one (1) battalion to clear
the area between longitudinel grid lines 15 to 17 from the FPhu An area
to the Cam Lo River. Task Force Robbie will be in a blocking position
north of the French Road in the Cam Lo area. 1st Bn, 4th Mgrines and the

 3rd Bn, 4th Marines will block likeky avermes of eggress from the szone

of action west toward MSR 561. :

The 2nd MRVHN Regiment will employ two battalions in clearing the
grea south of the ;?5 A0 between the 17 grid line to Route #1, south
to the vicinity of the 63 grid lime. 4 composite total of five (5)
direct support artillery batteries and two (2) Whiskey Batteries will
be in general esupport of the battalion. Responsive air gupport can
be anticipated. An arc light will be delivered at H-4 on D-Day in the

vicinity of the 1666 and 1667 grida.

c. Attachments gnd Detgehments,
(1) See Task Organization.

de Artillery.
(1) annex C
2« Migsion.

g« Conduct an intensive search and destroy operation on- a 2000
meter frontage from the west, from the 17 grid line from An Fhu to the

65 grid line.

b. Place maximum emphasis on the destruction of enemy porsitions
and emplacements encountered. :

Ta Elﬁﬂutiﬂﬂn

a. Concept of operations. @N@MSSHFHE@ _
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(1) Move with one (1) company at H Hour from the A-3 Position
to seize Objective #1 and establish a blocking position to cover the
movemant of the remaining companies.

(2) 4t H Howr + 1 move with one (1) company (rein) along
assigned Route of advance to secure Objective #2 and support seizure of
Objective #3.

(3) One (1) company (rein) will secure Objective #3 supported
by a com (rein) from Objective #2,

s 24} One (1) company (rein) will seize and consolidate Objective
4 e

(5) A battalion (=) night defensive position will be estsblished

on mmtiw #3. One (1) company (rein) will consolidate and defend
Obj ive ﬂ-

b. Company "M".

(1) Move from 4-3 at H-Hour and establish a blocking position
on Cbjective #1 to cover movement of the remaining companies across the
open paddy area at YD 168T712. Be prepared on order to move from Object-
ive #1 to Objective #3 and defend the northern sector of Objective #3.

c. Company "I7.

- (1) Move from the 4-3 Position at about H 4+ 45 minutes along
the assigned route of advance to seize Objective Jill and continue the
sttack to seize Objective #2, on order. From this position be prepared
to support by fire or reinforce the seisure of Objective #5 by Company "K"
On order, move forward to objective and assume the tpiua:l.an of Battglion
Reserve by ccoupying position on the inner perimeter of tho battglion
defensive position. Be prepared to furnish ambushes at YD 149681 and
YD 154677 to be in poasition prior to last light.

d. Company "EK".

(1) Move in trace of Company "I" to Objective #2. Upon Company
"I"'s selmmre of (bjective #2, move around the western flank of Company
"I" and continue the attack to seize Objective #3. Tpon selmumre of
Objective #3 consolidate and be prepared to defend the southern sector
of the battalion dofensive position. On crder be prepasred to furnish =
platoon size security patrol to uncover patrol Objective YD 153673

e+ Company "L".

(1) Move in trace of Company "K' to the release point establish=
ed at YD 160703 and continue the attack to seize Objective #4. Consol-
idate and defend Objective #4 in a company strongpoint type defense.
Furnish ‘one (1) reinforced squad ambush st YD 168683.——. .. iy

il G
VitleafAind
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f. B8 ter Pl

(1) Be prepared to support by firs the movemont of the battalion
to the 69 grid line. 81 Platoon Commander will move with Command Group

HAY,. -

g. Company "E" and Company "M", 3/1.

(1) Companies "K" and "M", 3rd Bn, 1st Marines will man the
A=3 Defensive Position in accordance with the fire plan asketch and
ingtruntions received from the Battalion Executive Officer.

h. Coocrdination Inatructions,

(1) D-Day 4 April 66
Ez H-Hour O530H

3) Idne of Departure: South edge of trace weat of the A=3
Fosition.

(4) PEmphasize the probability of encountering booby t¥aps along
cbvicus access routeas.

(5) Submit position reports when moving every % hour and sit-
uation reports every hour on the half hour.

(6) Reference Pointa: Countries 1865, States 1870, Ships 1668,
Typos of Wood 1664.

7) Fighting holes will be dug at cach permanent position.-

8) Deatroy all bunkers and emplacements encountared.

9) Stress camouflage and fire discipline.

10) Esep a detailed list of all enamy equipment captured or
destroyed.

(11) Be prepared to mark lines with air panels or emocke and to
mark with 3.5 RET or &0mm, WP.

?12% Brief all hands or friendly positions.
13) Consider the possible use of flamethrowers and C3, smoke,
and demolition chargee if bunkars gre encountered.

(14) Unloss otherwise announced be prepared to move without
delay each morning.

(15) Normal socurity will include 331/3% with ono (1) IP fur-
nighed per platoon perimeter, 100-200 meters forward of friendly lines.
Ambushes will normally be furnished from the reserve company.

(16) Use frequent security halts and place maximum emphasis on
gtandard land pavigation technigues.

4. Adminigtration snd logistics.

a. The following equirment and ammunition are prescribed;
ETE Normal srms and equipment.

2) Third canteen is optional.
%) One macheto per squad.

URCLASSIFIED |
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One complete domolition and fryo bag Der squad.

Five (5) MCI per man

One full cepsule of salt teblets. per man.

One bottle of halizone per two individuals.

One change of socks per individual.

Two ; E-8 Gas launchors por companys

1600 rounde, per M-60 Machine Gun.

366 rounds of 5.56 per rifloman.

Four Frag grenades per individual.

One CS grenade per individuale

Four cleymore mines per squad.

One air panel par fire team.

150 rounds of 60mm per rifle company.

LiAW's, minimm of 6 per sguad.

12 collapsablo strechors

ETE Approximately 4/3 mile of comm wire per company.
b. Ensure Med Evacs are recorded properly and that wespons and

782 gear is recorded from casualties pricr to conmplet ing evacuation.
c. Rogular resupply of Class I and IV is scheduled for the gt'hnr-

noon of D+2.

b =200 (B =] hO e

e T e
m—qmm,hmm_pﬂmwu
e o

g

5. Command and Communications.

a. The Alpha Command Croup will move.with Company "K'«
b. The Bravo Command Group will move with Company "I".
¢« Primary means of communications in the defense will be wire.

-J ] Hl H.mﬂﬂ
Lieutenant Colonel, U. 5. Marine Carps

Commanding
OFFICIAL

R.F. PINDLAY JR.
Majory U.S. Marine Corps
3-3
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R.F. FINDLAY JR.
MAJCR, USMC
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HEADQUARTERS
33 Battalion, 3d Marines
3d Mgrine Divieion (Rein) FMF
FPQ San Framipsoo, California 96602
of __Coples
3d Bn, 3d Mar
A=3 Poeition.
24 spri) 68

Frag Order B-68

Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Series L7014, Sheets 6442 IV and 6442 III.

Tima Zoma: H
Task tion.

"M" (Hein Capt. W.H. MCADAMS
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12
FO Team, B1mm Mortar Platoon
One Scout Dog Team, 3d MP Battalion
PAC/TACP Tean
8=2 Scout
Detachment, "C' Co., 34 Engineer Bn.

Company "1" (Rein) Oapt. F. R. MATTHEWS
FO Team, "C" Btry, 1/12

FO Tegm, S81mm Mortar Platoon

Ore Scout Dog Teamy 3d MP Battalion

FAC/TACP Tean

S-2 Scout

ABVE Interpreter

Detachment, "C" Co., 34 Engineer Bn.

1+ Situatio

8« Ensmy Forces.

51; See current INSUMS

2) Increased epnemy sightings from both alr and ground indicate
HVA forcea are moving in small groups in the vicinity of Hill #31 to

the northeast of A-3. AO's have aglso observed what appears to be small
NVA elements woving amongst civilians in proximity to the railrosd tracks

in the 1974 grid square.
b Friendly Forces.
(1) Operation Kentuoky continues and the Q'Hl'—'ﬂmi.l-l._.ﬂ_m

the same. J i
o

LS SIFIED I
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(2) The 1st Battalion, 4th Marines continues ocperations to
the west of the 15 grid line from the A=4 Poeition.

(3) The 1st Battalion, 2nd ARVN contimues to operate from the
A=2 Popition. The A0 boundry has been extended to include all areas wast
of the 21 id line.

(4) whiekey Battery (-), 1st Bn, 12th Marines will fire in
direct support from the ,ﬁ-% Position. Supporting fires will be in
accordance with Annex "B" ( Pire Support Plan ).

c.- tt Detachments.

(1) Remains the same.
(2) See Task Organization.

2. Miassion.
g« D=1

(1) * Secure a Patrol Base at YD 188733 and conduct platoon sisze
night ambushes at YD 185735 and YD 190738 prior to last light.
(2) Seize Cbjectives #1 at YD 197746 and #2 at YD. 189747 with
1;:5 reinforced company each and conduct daylight ambushes from these
cations.

3. _[Execution.

&+ Concept of Opergtions.

(1) On D-1 day at O700H conduct a recon patrol in the vicinity
of Tan Lich, establish an OP and maintain cbservation wm- D-1 ambush
gite with one esquad.

(2) On D-1 ab 1730H move with one (1) company along assigned
route and establish a Patrol Base at Tan Lich and deploy two platoon
size ambushes in the vicinity of YD 185735 and YD 153?33.

(3) 4t H-Hour commence night movement from the Tan Lich Patrol
Base linking up with the ambush patrol and proceed to mnd:mt a first
light attack on Objective #1.

(4) Move with one (1) company from Hill #28 at H-Hour to be
in position to conduct an attack on Objective #2, :

(5) Conduet aggresive patrols from Patrol Bases established on
assigned objective.

bi EEEH I.L’“ -

(1) Position one (1) equad employing stealth in the vibinity
of Tan Idch at YD 188732. This element will be prepared to recon and
make recommendations for the establishment of a company base and will
further observe the area designated for night ambush positions. At

36
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17308 the remainder of the company will conduct a tactical movement from
A-3 dropping a pletoon size ambush force at YD 185735. Move to the
assigned patrol base and from this position deploy a second platoon
ambush force to the water point at YD 190730. jmbushes will move to
objective areas with only the number of forces required to cover the
killing zones. The remainder of forces will be employed as security

to give early warning, block access to killing zone and to secure the
platoon Patrol Base.

At H-Hour conduct a tectical movement under the cover of darkmeass to
the vicinity of the rallrosd tracks west of the objective effect deploy-
ment from this position and be prepared to seize and consolidate object-
ive st first light. Deploy daylight ambushes from Cbjective #1 as
rapidly as possible making maximm use of aveilable cover and conceal-
ment and conduct a detailed sesrch of the subject area. Be prepared
to return to the A=3 Position on order.

Cw 0 "

(1) At H-Hour move from Hill #28 after cnsuring lince are
adoquatily manned by perscnnel of Company I to the west side of the
stream bed at YD 178737. Effect initial deployment and be prepared to
follow heavy prep fires in a dawn attack on Objective #2. On selzure
of Objective #2, consolidate a patrol base and making meximum use of
cover and concealment estsblish daylight smbushes in proximity to YD

193747 .
d. Company "I". (Bgttelio

(1) Be prepared to furnish one platoon as security for the
tank platoon to support endfor reinforce either coupany in the event
contset is gaincd. Man Hill #28 with one (1) platoon and be prepared
to direct the employment of tanks and 106's from the OP's of the Hill
#28 perimetor if required.

o. Tgnk Flgtoon,

~ (1) Be prepared to support attack by fire or move from the
position to participate in a tank infantry atteck on order.

f. Coordinating Instructions.

E'i% H-Hour - O500H
2) LD on D=Day
Eg} Hill #28, Company M
b) Eastern ambush position, Company D
(3) Reference Points. .
leg Anatomy - 1770
b Monthe = 1975

UNGLASSIFIED ]
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(4) Make maximm use of gecurity.alements to secure initial
axie of advance and guides for night movement.
(5) Emphasize stealth and camouflage and use maximum cover and

concelament. in establishing daylight smbushes.
(6) Illumination will be fired by the 81mm Mortar Platoon

for mesist in night movement if required.
7) Ensure all personnel sre accounted for prior to each move.
8) Be prepared to make maximum use of CS and LAAW'se _
9} (mly the patrol bases and static positions will be dug in.
1ﬂ; Ensure all Machine guns have’ tripod mounts.
11) 211 air support to include 40's will be requested through
the 1=4 actusl.

4. Mministration and Iogigtica.

as Personnel to act as strecher bearers, ammunition cgrriers may
be requested from the 106RR and 81mm Mortar Platoons.
b. Med Evacs will be requested only when a major point of contact

has been secured.
e. Hot legs than 2 filled canteens will be carried.

d. Nermal armas and equipment to include a BA of ammunition will
be carried by all personnel.

5. Command and Co tiona.
(1) The Command Group will move with Company "M".

J. W. MARSH
Lisutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Command ing

OFFICIAL:

R.F. FINDLAY JR.

Major, US Marine Corpe
5=3

| UNELASSiFiIED |
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ANNEX "B" T0 BN FRAGC ORTER 8-68 (FIRE SUPFORT PLAN)

ON CALLS:
BEW 6£4809%Z 190758 Illumination
BX 3371 @ 198T48 Tllumination
BX 3372 . 185734 Fighting Holes
BX 3359 189737 Fighting Holes
BX 3360 194740 Fighting Holes
BX 3361 178746 Fighting Holes
BX 3362 185750 Mortar Sites
BX 3363 194751 Mortar Sites
BX 3364 197752 ivenue of Approsch
BX 3365 198751 tveme of /[pproach
BX 3366 198758 Lvenus of Mpproach
BX 3454 198742 Fighting Holes
BX 3455 196744 Bunker & Tremch
BX 3456 192745 Fightirg Holes
BX 3457 197746 Trench Line
BX 3458 194748 Fighting Holes
BX 3459 198749 Fighting Holea
FREP FIRES:
BX 3373 188746
BX 33AT7 189745
BX 3368 188748
BX 3369 190749
HW 64810 180747
HW 64811 182749
HW 64812 185750
B81's FPREP FIRE
188747
189749
186750

[\, CIED
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HEADGU ARTERS
%d Battelion, 3d Marines
%d Marine Division, (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, Calif 96602
3400.1D

Jwty/ § jm

12 April 1968

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, 3d Marine Division
Via: Commanding Officer, %th Marine Regiment

Subj: Combat Operationa After Action Report

b) Frag Order 9-68 (Fhase II Task Force Kilo)

Ref: ga} Divieion Order 3100.1D
¢) Frag Order 18 (Operation Kentucky)

1. Code Name. Thase 4 Task Force Kilo, Opcration Kentucky. (Code Name
not assignod),

2. _D_gt'ﬂﬂ of ﬂ_pura,‘blgﬂ_- ﬂ#ﬂm = GE15EH:E

3. Location. Quang Tri Province, Gio Linh Subscetor, arca bounded by
upper left GL 1571, upper right GL 1771, lower left GL 1562, lower right
GL 1762.

4. Task Organization.

3d Battalion, 3d Marinos, 3d Marine Division FHF

2 Holiooptor Support Toams. Company "C" 3d shore Party Battalion.
3 Scout Sniper Teans, Headquarters Company, 9th Marine Regiment.
ﬁ! Bcout Dogs,; Hi&S Company, 3d HP Battalion.

4 ¥O Teams, Battery "C", 1st Battalion, 12th Marines.

‘3 Interpreters, Headquarters, III MAF,
Combat Engineor Detachment, Company "C", 3d Enginccer Battalion.

5« Supporting Forces.

a« Alr Bupport.

(1) 4 spril 1968

41 P
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(a) Lovelig 514, conirolled by Socuthern Oscar, HDi~J tunkers
destroyed and 7 damaged at YD 158687.

(b) Hollborne 515, Controlled by Southern Oscar, EDA-2 tunkers
dostroyod at YD 153693.

(¢) Soaworthy 41-42 and 44-45, controlled by Scuthern Dolta
at YB 153692.

(2) 5 Lpril 1968
(a) Nogative nir support.
(3) 6 spril 1968

(a) Hollborne 516, controlled by Catkiller 10 at YD 172662,
negative HDA.

(b) Iovotug 530, controlled by Catkiller 48, EDA-1 mortar
position and 6 fighting holes destroyed. 1 secondary explosion.

(¢) Lovetug 535, eontrolled by Catkiller 48, ED:-5 tunkers
deatroyed at YD 163650,

(4) 7 spril 1968

(a) Combat 103, controlled by [merican Boauty Golf, HDA-4
fighting holes and 1 Li position destroycde

b. artillery Support. Eophasis on this operation was placed on adueted
pissions, both preoparatory and targets of opportunity.

(1) 4 april 1968.
(e) Preparatory firos were fired using on calls.
(b) Targets of opportunity included NVi in the open at YD
158697 . Mission was fired by whiskey Batteries 1st En, 12 Mar,
2nd Bn, 12 Mar and 3d Bn 3d Mar. with excellent coverage.

{c} Proparatory were fired on a tankor complex at YD 163696,
by vhiskey Battory, ¥et n, 12th Marines.

(d) Night Defensive Fires wore fired by Whiskey Battery, 1a%
Pn, 12th learines and the 2nd Bn, 12th Marinos.

(2) 5 April 1968

(a) Preparatory fires werc fired on a taunker complex at YD -
163696 by W Battery, 1st Bn, 12th llarines.

(b) 8cheduled props were fired by 2nd BEn, 12th Marines on

42
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grids 1967 ond 4667. The nission was orignated by tho 5th
Marines in occordination with tha 12th Harinaa.

() Adjusted props were fired the rest of the day by "EB","F,
end Battery "D", 2nd Bn, 12th Marines in tho vicinity of grids
1567 and 1667 until the night position was socurod.

(d) Night Defonsive Fires were used extensively. Company "L"
was probed in force, while the remaindor of the LT
probed snd movenent noted on all eides. Missicns were fired
through the night with five missions geing simltancously all
danger close within 200 meters. Reection was cutetanding,
volumg of firo was heavy, nost nissions were a battory 1.
Support was provided by the 2nd Bn, 12th llarines, "W" Dattery,
18t Im, 12th Harines, "E" Battery 4th Pn, 13th Marinos, and
wg" Tattory, 1st Bn, 40th Artillery, USA. While it wns irpos-
gible to daternine hew nany of the sevantean '[1'1') Wi eonfirmed,
found the noxt day were killed by artillery it is felt by this
ecormand that artillery was instunental in killing nany and
turing back the main forec. The support rooceiverd was aloqate
in evary rogard.

(3) 6 april 1968

(n) Heoavy preps (Battalion 2) were delivemed ¢n five (5)
targets in the vieinity cf grinds 1565 and 1665 just prior to
H-huur.

(b) Targets of opportunity included bunkers at YD 163650, on
NV4 in the cpen at YD 169654, the nission was fired by Battery
upn 2nd Im, 12th Marines with excellent target coverage. Prop

fires were edjueted on dangor aroas. Speed and accuracy
notad.

(e} On arrival at the night prsiticn the battalicn recelved
inconing mortar firs, ccunter battery nissions were fired in
grid 1664 howover, target location was diffioult and the A.O.
on staticn cased a check fire. Missions were lator adjusted
on the sano target with grod coverage tut with unkncwn remalts.

(d) Night Defensive Fircs wore adjusted in. The night activities
noted novenent and nipght defensive firos wero shct and observed
as being cn tariet. The activity thought the axtillory had

killed srnie NVi however, a search of the area ceuld not oonfim
ﬂ'liﬂt

(4) T spril 1968

(a) Mo schamlod props wore used, however prope ware adjusteds

(b) Tarsgets of opportunity 4-in the cpen at YD

T . |
li.*.-ll..l':.'i-.‘:'.";.t-...n' i
3
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160670, the nission was fired by Battoxry "F" 2nd Bn, 12th
Marines with exoellent target coverago.

(c) Rapid, accurate adjustments and heavy volumes of fire
wera delivered thrughout the daye

(d) Night Defensive Fires were adjusted in.

(e) Tho night activities again noted movemont and defonaive
fires were fired with good covernge tut with unknown results.
TDF were fired throughout the night.

(5) 8 ipril 1968

(a) Wo schomuled preps were fired, however the andjusted preps
in grids 1563 end 1663 were hit with battalicn 1'e and gave
excollont target coverage. It wuld seon this 1s the wost
offeotive type of proparatcry fires sinoce the cormander cn the
ground can put the preps whore he wants on the ground rather

than relying on cap inspecticn.

(b) Dlocking fires wore fired by the last elements leaving
the nicht positicn. The cperation secured on the nftermocn
of B jpril 1968.

Thrupghout tho cperation this comnand was thoughly erpressed with
the artillery mpport. It was the fastost, noat acourate and plentiful
artillery surport received by this battalicn tc dato. On the night of
5 april 1968 over 400 munds of 105 and 4.2 wore fired in sapport cf
Conmpany "L" along with other uissione alsc boing shet in support cf other
units. Througchout the entire cperation more than 2200 rcunds were axpend=-
ofl .

nitas Provid Sipport.

1050 Battory "D" 2nd 3Battalion, 12th Harines
Dattory "E" 2nd Deattalicn, 412th Nardnes
Nattery "F" 2nd Battalion, 12th Marines
Dattory "O" 1st DBattalicn, 40th srtillery USA

4.2 Mortars. Dattery "W" 1st Battalicn, 12th Marines
Dattexy "W" 2nd, Battalion 12 Harines

155rm  Dattory "E" 4th Dattalicn 13th liarines

6. Intelligence. Iricr tc the cparaticn, larpe units were reported
cporat the area. Apont roporta indicntod that th'ese were stcrage
areas a8 well aa staging areas secured by unite ranging from ecmpany

size to battalion size. The Order of Dattle carrded “the 486th Regiment

of the 320th Divieicn cperating; in the areas Therc ﬁ;}ﬁw
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a new 27Tth Roginant looated in the Gio Linh area. During the operation
there was no indicaticns ¢of any large size feree in the area. Centact
was Dade several times with grupe of four or five men which sppearced to
be transportaticn units. Four (4) POWs werc captured by Company "L" at
YD 168674 following san engagenent of the previcus night. Daring prelinin-
ary interrcgation the I'OWs stated they wero fmxp soveral different units
with varicus missions. One FOW reported being frm the 3Tth Reginont,
2ond Divieicn, with the nissicn c¢f carrying fcod snd ammnition. Ancther
POW was in a transpcrtetion unit frop the 25th Reginent. The third cf
tha POWe was with the 2T7th Independent Regiment alsec with the nieseion
of transporting focd and apmanition. Soricus wunds prevented any pre-
lininary interrogation of the fourth IPOW.

The terrain and vepetaticn covered during the operation was generally
rough and £airly hard to nove cn excopt along the trails. The stroanas
that are shown on the map are accurato. There was always plenty of water

and during the hottest, dryest part of the summer there should still be
sufficiont watcer. Due tc we thick underbrua. in much cf the arca we

were cfton foreed toc eut a trail threugh the brush. During hot woather
this eculd cause = soriiusg heat problen for a unit carrying heavy loada.

Turing the rainy scason tracked vohicles would have a hard timo moving
through the rice paddica. Daring the surmer tracked véhicles would have
very little trouble moving thrwugh the arca.

The only real cbatacles now arc tho estecp banks along the river beds.
The river munning thrush grids 1567 and 1667 was not very decp or wide
bat tho bsnks ¢n both sides were very stoep, they were hard for the trcope
to movo mcrces and wuld be imposeible for tracked vehicles. The sano
is truo for tho river in tho upper haelf of grid 1666.

The nape «f the arcea arce accurate. Tho 11 25,000 Plete lap proved
to ba holpful in double chocking ;csiticn roports. Navagation beceme a
prcblem in thd arevs of grid sguarca 1565, 1665, 1566, and 1666 due to
tho lack of ronl idantifisble terrain featurese. The brush was very thick
and approximately 12 feet high shich made it slorst iopessible to view
smarrounding terrain and orient yrurself.

Mo rate of movement in grid squares 1563, 1564, 1663, 1664, 1562,
1561, 1571, 1671, 1570, and 1670 weuld be ot the patml leaders discretion
depanding upcen the temperatmre and the amount of gear the troops are cu:r.'rqi.m'-
In grids 1569, 1568, and 1668 the rate cf movement is gbout 1 noters '
an hour. In gride 1567, 1667,1566, 1666, 1565, and 1665 the rate of
exvanont is about 500 motera per hour.

Tha following ia 1 brief deacriptirn of the vegetation and terrain

by arid square.

1571, 1671. Lew relling hillas with sparce voreteticn characterised
by emsy movenant. Tho ares is potted with miepericus bemb eratoera. A
fow aress have thick vegetation but it is broken up by bomb eraters.

1570, 1670. Lew rolling hills with rice padrdlos in the liw areas.
The paddies are nct vory wot during the summer. The hi ground has a
fow trees at has mcetly intermittingly sparce to thie wdorbrighs - -

Hgaef=ly o ._F“l'-_'_-:"r_.zrnl-..-1 :
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There are a few old villages whish contain hedgerowss

1568, 1569, 1669. On the hill fops Her¥ awe dmana whi-e JOTE & aingle
ocanopy about 20feet high and thick underbrush. Thoe hillaides have grass
approximately 4 fect high while the low ground contains rice paddics.

1565, 1567, 1665, 1667,1566, 1666, Thesc six grid squarcs contain
low rolling 11l: vidsh e covercd witi extremcly thick brush, the brush

ia sooro<imsatalyr 0 feat has very f openi ]
thace ~rida is Frﬂlmr:-.ﬂ*.‘ ﬂ;i:ﬁ ﬂfﬂ%i. it ngs,  the movement in

1564, 15F4, 1547, 16A3%. The roverent is good 1s these griue, the
ground ‘s govern: il atrubs thrt ere from 1 to 5 fort high. Thoere ia
nothine to alow ~wuve. oot sne Lthere -re savaral vod Ereiln in the sarer.

1561, 1661, The:n Suo grids are covorac =L opt entirely wita rice
LT
7, 14arion, Tho rdssion «nai, ned by refuvrence (b) rad (g) »m2 asn
follows:

1. sttack ot COOTTTHE Jpril 1968 wnd seids bjective Jill ani continue
the rttncc to seic Jottie, Joweo snd Jiene on order.

o, Conduct r ¢elitoretc perceh of tha zona of nction nnd do=troy
all onemy insi:-ll-tioss in the zone of eotion.

3. Trovide n :drison Teri %o the 2nd 8V Resiment.

B, Congc nt of Tmarstic.

me Degkgrow.l. On J-Jey ot first 1ignt Souvnany "' wea to move from
{11 28 to seize e irlion Chjochive X which provided = cuiTand ing:
nasition * wr wieh Lo cover the rovercnt of the remalnin cowrmnies
alonr the maaimac’ -wasw: of oprosch towsrd Objzctive Jill »nd Dnttalion
Cbjcctive 4. Somasny "I wre ko sel.~ Objactive Jill follgl in trrea™*
by Compeny "EK”. Uson asclwura of Ubjective 5ill, Compony vK" wng to Dess
th=y elements of Coracay “1Y and seize Brttelion Ubjcotive 2 lolloww:d
in trace by Covmemny Y,

Dnon sni-ure of (ojective Jill Cormeny "K" mnd "I" ohserved anuroxe
imntely 8 Y2 rmowviar b 1566S5. Toth corpenice onge e by fire ~nd
“ommeny "I wea omozes Jorerm! from Ubjective Jill to check out the sren
of sonteot rnt co-timue o crderen to sel-e Apttrlion Ubjective (2.
Cormrpy K" wowe circctod to initierlly pup ort Cowpray "I" by fire and
subaeouently ko wve in trecc on order to negs throupgh Compeny "I mnd
sontinucd the n ured to scize Ubjoctive Jdottde. Coupray "“i" wrs directed
to continue on to ~:izc Ubjective /4 ms pleancd.

rorprny I cmerdisnecd heewy va, etetion snd irregulnr te rain waich
subs‘entunlly reducoed b:e aiticineated rot o of movement and hoeld up the
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unit following in trace. Company "L"s navigational errors caused them
to offset a substantial distance to the west, While correcting Company
nI* made contact with scattered NVA snipers firing from well concealed
burkers s% about YD 158696, Company "E" and "L" were deployed to search
the srea of contact., A three Company perimeter was wstesblished at 157694
rather than continuing, in order to exploit the remaining daylight houras
to establish a defensive position. Compeny "I" had contlnued 1o push
forward to seize and consolidate Objective 2. Company "I" was dirdcted
to hold in position and ecstablish a strong point defense until first
light, Prior to moving from the night position the following morning
Companics "L", "M', and "K" once again o¥served NVA moving in proximity
to the bettalion perim.ter. The NVA were engaged and the companies
regumed the stteck from the perimeter to carry out the miasion assigned
in Freag Order £-68, Shortly after noon Compeny "K' passed through
Company "I" followcd in trace by Compeny "M' and hed sei=od Objective
Dottie., Company "L" moving along the cestern boundery had seized
Objective 44, The order to contime the attack was issued st this point
to the rifle company comnmnanders.

Orientation.
Battalion Objcctive #5 is located at YD 166667. Objective Diane

is located on Hill #45 1300 meters to our south.
1- Ei't-U.EE iﬂH -

p. Enomy Forcos= Remains the same

b. Friendly Forces-
(1) The 1st Battalion, 2nd ARVN Regiment has experienced moderate
contact on our left flank but has continued to push forward
and is in the process of conducting a coordinated Tank-
Infantry attack on Objective Jan.

¢. Attachments rnd detachments remain the same,

2, Missfon, Contimue the attack at H-hour to seize Objective #5 and
Objective Jojyce,

3. Execution.
a. Concept of Operations.
1. Seizo Objective #5 with one company followed in trace
by a second company.
2. Seizc and consolidate Cbjective Joyce followed in
tract by a sccond company.
3, Congolidate defensive positions with two compenies on
aench of the assigned objectives.
b. Company "MY Pass through Compesny "L" on Objective #4 and
contimie the attack to seize Objective #5. Use Company "L"s
FFP .es.an 10D, On srrival at Objcotive #5 conduct a recon of the
area to detcrmine defensible terrain and man the southern portion
of a two company jpoerimcter as directed by the Commanding Officer
of Company "L", Establish an ambush at approximately 167668, Make
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of Company "L". Establish sn ambush at approximately 167668. Make
liason with Company "L" when paseing through Objective .

¢. Company "EK". Contimue the attack at H-hour to seize and
eonsolidate the northern sector of Objective Joyea. Be alert fer
defensible terrain enreute, in the event it beeomes necessary

to establish a night position prior to seizing Objeotive Joyea.

Be prepared to defend the scuthern sector of a two company perimeter.
Be prepared to delpoy a squad sized ambush in the stream bed at

153670,
d. Co WLM, Folow in trace of Company "M" and bo prepared
to mﬁnme or support the seimre of Objective ¥s5,

n
geimire of Objective #5 be prepared to consclidate and defond
the northern scetor of a two Company position C.0. Compeny Ll P
is mesigned as defenso coordinators Furnish an ambugh prior to
last light along the trail north of the position, and furnish
the night location prior to 1800 hours,
o. Company "I". Follow in traco of Company "K" and bo prepared
to defend tho northern portion of the perimeter as selocted
by Company "E".
f. Coordinating Instrctions.

1. H=-Hour- 1330 on oxder.

2. 1OD - YFF

%, Upon establichment of night positions ba prepared to

furnish seocurity patrols around the position as first

prioxrity.

4. 411 units be prepared to contiime the attack on order.

5. gubmit night dofensive fires by 1830 hours.

6. 508 seearity on both perimeters.

7. Make maximum use of scout teams wiile moving.

4. Administration and logistics. :
1. HResupply cxccpt on emorgency basis is not anticiapted.
until the aftormoon of D+2.

5. Command snd Comminicationa.
1. Tho Alpha Command Group will move with Company nE".
2, The Bravo Coumand Group will move with Company "IY.

:_Bmi.. The heavy vegetation and heat redicoed the rate of movement,
consquontly neither of the assigned objectives ware roached befere last
light. Company "L" and "I" established a defensive perimater at 168672,
while Company "K" and "I" establishoed positions at 15467 3%. Seoarity

- patrols dispatched from Compeny "M made contact with NVA prisr to last

light in theviecinity of 170669. Company "L" at approximately 2345 hours
made contact with an NVA clemont of spproximately company size whieh

probed tho northemn perimeter snd conducted a limited attack shortly
thereafter. A major portion of the following was consumed in searching

the arca of contact for NVA dend, wounded, POWa snd gear. At approximatoly

HE.
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1100 hours on Di2 emergency resapply of Class V, evacuation of wounded,
ard POW's captured weaprns and equipment and a detailed search of the
area wes completed, The campanies contimued to move in accordance with
Frag Order 7 -6E. At such tire es Objcctive Joyce and Battaliom
(bjective #5 were socurcd all undts were directed to push the attack

tc seize Battalicn £Bjocti~c . #° £ ¥D 16365.. LCrnverging routes were
assigned by a short Frag Order pasecd via radic, Cawany "L" wos the
first unit to roach Chjoctive #6 and frund it defonded by approdmatoly
2 NVi. An assanlt of the pusition wes copducted and the NVA fled in
the dirocticn of the ridgeline at YD 168657. Compandes "L®, "M", and
nI" established a Battalin perinmecter befere dark amd Company "KM
getablishnd a cmpony obr-ng pcint te the north of the prsitirn at about
162659, Threv ccmpany size patrels wore cenducted to cover the arca bounded
by 1567 wpper left, 1767 upper right, 1554 lower left and 1764 lower
right. On DiL the Battalion wes eordered to leave Battalicn b joctive
#, seize (bjective Dhanc and nove tco the entrucking pednt at the Can

Lc Bridge area fer transperteticn to Deng Hae The follewdng Frag Ordoer
wes 1asued.

Frag Order £ - 6T «
EM;% (bjective Dianc is lccoted at YD 159642. Battalion
b jective is located at YD 163635.

1. Situaticn,
a, Enomy Forces. 41l units were infoumed s Lo the hazards cf
becby traps locatod in the vieinity of the Cam Lo Valley arca,
Spcciel cophasis cn the cnemy capability tr anplcy rockets and
artillery in this crea was alsc crmphasized.
b. Fricndly Forces. JHVE units and Task Forec Rebblo and the 3rd
Squadroen of the 5th ameored Cavelry have socured fra the bleeking
prsitirms and retummed to their hane positions.
e, Jttachments and detachnents rasain the same,

2., Miesion, Scize (bjectives Diane and Battalicm Objective #7 and
sweep thot portien «f the zone in proadrity to the assigned
oxis of advancco,

3. Executicn. : :
a. Ccnecopt of Cperations. Move with twe crpanies from this pcsition
tc ‘seize (bjective Diane and crmtime to sweep to the Cam Lo bridge
peeiticn, kove with two capanies'at H-Hour + 2 to selze Battallon
bjective #7 and contimue tc Cam Le bridge positien te board vehicles,
b. Cujpany "} ", Heve ot H - heur t< scize Objective Dianc
and ecnduct cetoiled search of the Gbjective arcc and axis
of advance, preceed to the Car Le Bricge arca.

c. Company "I". Frllrw in trace of C-mpany "I" anc be prepared
to reinfrree and suppert Conpany "M in the sedzure of

e Pf{’-}?f";’]’i’.’:ff-‘i
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bjective DMane, and be prepired to proceed te the Can Le
entrucking area in trace of Canpany "H",

d., Company "K". Swcep the assigned area enrcute to (bjective
#1 camencing noverent at H +2 ¢n ~rder. Establish a hasty
defense =n Objective #7 and sweep the adjrcont areas for

encny emplacements, weapens &nd equipnent. Love from (bjective
#7 in tracc of Copany "IM tc the entrucking area on arder.

e. Ciapany "L"., Mcve fr this positi-n in troee of Crrpany
#E" "and be prepered to roinfrrce and/cr suppert the scizure
«f bjective #7. Fomr a perineter arcund the inner perirecter
ef this pcsiticn upen the departure of the rifle ca:panies
roving at H - hour froa. the ~uter perireter.

f. Ccerdinoting Instrueticns, Maintain & 15 neter intorval
when roving fra. Objective Diane and Battalirn Objective #7.
Capanios "E¥ and "1:" will 2et os base cirpandes,

he sdrinistroti-n ond Lepistics.
1. Ersure all trash is buried and umisod reti ns puncturcd
and rendered unfit feor comsurption,
2. Prliec all arecs £-r anything of value to !IWA pers-onel.
3. Cover all slit tronchzs.

5. Corrand and Cowrunications,
1. Tho «lpha C>rand grup will rove with Cropoany "K' and

the Bravc Group will reove with Curpeny "R,

6. Executicn., Crntact with cneny ela-ents was not mede in securing
Battalion Objective #1 and (bjective Jill. Vhile Ceopany "IV

and Crrpany "kt worc ecnsclid ting Objective Jill, elenents frar
Cor-pany "KM neteod several IVA pers.nnel noving to the east ot D
197695, Crrmpany YEn did nct engage in that the WVA pers-nnel

wore iritially thought to be ARVY, ifter ecntacting the Battalicn
53 for confimaticon the Coopany Corrandor ordered one platorn 1o
nove forwerd and deplecy in the ovent the persrmnel returncd. «t
about 1150H the WV apperently sighted Crpany "IM and noved back
tc the west in front «f Copany "EY. Copany "K" engoged the MVA
fra- a distance £ 3% ncters with srall ams, 60rr mortars,
machine guns and F=79s. The FVA fled fro the area intc hoovy
vogetaticn, Adr strikes were ezlled on the arca of the lest sighting
as woll as artillery fires ond 2t 1345H Cmpany "IM swopt tho ares
nf contact with nepctivoe findings, execept for cne V. peck found

st the peint of centaet. Company "IV crntinued t- sweop suth fren
this arca tc seccurc Cbjoctive #2, Cerpany "kt fcllewed in trace
tc the pcint of contoet and swept the cres agrin with negotive
results. st 1530H Capany "L" while nioving sbout 150 neters to

the wost cf the print <f contact recelved snall ams from what
cppeared to be well concealed bunkers at YD 1386%.- An S-2 acout

- walkdng with lesd clements was killed and < K racn Serut was®
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wounded, Shertly after this a platocn fran Company "LY discovered
a 2 watt radie in good cendition with asscrtod drcunents and &n
NVA pack., Ceopany "Ltwas pulled back from the print of contact
and covered the riovenent of cne pletern fran Corpeny ngr, while
they secrched the area. Just pricr te the entry of Cunrany wgn
intc the area an AO spetted fresh bunkers noar the print from
which the sniper firc wes received and fixed wing woes celled to
destrcy the bunkars., Compony "EMs search ¢f the are: rovealed
ne evidence of Wi persrnnel in the ares.

Company "I' was instructed t~ held their positicn at Objective
#2 while the renainder cf the battalicn cccupled a Battalicn (=)
size prsiticn ot YD 157695. Shortly pefore last light the captured
radic and asscrted WA equiprient and Farine KIA were evacuated from
the ares. Pricr to returning tc the perimeter Capany K" destrcoyed
3 bunkers at YD 159694. The night -f D-day wes without further
incident.

tn D+1 Company "L" =t O700H errrenced to sweep the area of the
D-day ccntact while onrcute to Gbjective #L. .t OBOOH at aprrox-
jnately YD 156696 Cemmony "L" cngoged 4 W, moving west near a
tredil killing 2. The renainder fled t+ the west and were engaped
by Cerpany " and "IN with unkn wn results. In additi-n to the
twe bodies frund Cermpany "It disecvered 1 if-47, 1 pair of 6x30
bincculars, o rap, Vi pack and assort.d equiprent. at approxirotaly
1000H cll curpanies were moving scuth to their ossigned Objectives.
it sbout 1000H <n De1 Coppany "L" found and destroyed 6 bunkers
at 156693 ond crmtinued tc nowve to b jective #4. it abut 1100H
Company "K" pessed thraugh Campeny "I" rn (bjective #2 and pressed
the attack tc scize Objective Dottle at 1230H without incidence.
Company LY reperted Objective #3 scized at appr<xirztely the sano
tire. [ovenent in thuse areas was very glrw os o result of thickly
vegetated arcas and breken relief., Battelicn Objective #5 was
deduced es being vital tc eovering cirramnding terrain from which
a sween tc the sasterm pertion of the sect~r cmld be rade. Cmpany
miin was assipned tc sceurc Objective #5 followed in trace by Canpany
nLr, Caspany "K' was to be frllewed in trace by Crpany "IM in the
scizure of Gbjective Dottie. Movaent wes sl~w and in order tco
salvage scne doylight to crpanize defensive posticns Grmranies
WL andl "R wore directod to cstablish night positions siowhat
short of (bjective #5 at about YD166672. Cpany "K" clso haeld
up short of Objective Dcttic at abeut YD 154675 cnd wos Joined at
gbout 1730H - 1€00H by Cawany "I fer ernsalidotien of what was
deterrined t¢ bo defensible terrain. Threughout the afternotn
roports had bouon received thot the -RVN ferecs rioving to the east
had cxpericnced heavy contoct in close proxinity tc the Camany
nLh and "M perineter. Coopony mi» dispatched sceurity pztrels
fram their positicn tc cover the preparation of their defensive
pesition. At about 1£30H Corpany s security patrcl nade contact
with MVA forces conccaled in hifh grass near the perineter resulting
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in cne Marine FIA and four WIA., The eneny withdrow 2nd darkness
sot in, M. vlaents arcund both perinoters crntinued to deliver
spcradic snall ams fire across beth perinoters through the night,
and movenicnt was repcrted con all frents., At 052330H Company YLY
listening post onrared &n estinated Comany size unit novine scuth
toward their perirctor. The LP was withdrawn and the cne:y rade
twc half-heartod prebes in foree at the porimeoter, both attocks
falled to ponetrate the periceter and the cr.amy hastily withdrow
under intense srall ams and hrh amle fires. Artillery support
was accurate and tirely and undcubltedly prevented the cnemy fram
rectganizing in a secure mssembly area.. IwWe friendly WIA's wero
incurred throu,hcut the nirht, The followine noerndng: Cmpoany LY
swept the area findin: 17 WA bodies, 4 PGP's, 4 Sk-IT's, 3 S8
arl & lar:o m-ount of encny coar wee uncovered and evaouatod on
the nomdnr of 2. The search of the arse delayed the dendirture
of 211 units in continucsticn of the attack, Oneco aceain the battalion
noved in twe axis with Compondes LY and "M amerocachin: (bjectivo
#6 frenn the cast and Camandos "IN and WEn 1 the west, Coapany
N g chtod 10 IV rovin: wost on o rid;uline at YD 061210, Capany
" pdjustod severcl crtillery rd.naicna. Shortly thorezftor
Cazpuny "L" pesscd thru Corpany "' and resured the attock. The A0
sirhted bunkers forwerd of Coapany "L ot YD 163656, adr strikos
and artillery werc called on the burkers and Crmpany VLY ‘erntimied
to press rm to bjective 6. it cbout 1500H Company "L" incurred
2 casualtices froo JRVH 1211 ams to the cost, Copany "LY was
the first unit tc approach OGbjective #b, Comncny "L recelved
ineccrding rortars and snall amis frao the bjective. The Company
Carander orpanized twe oleterns for an asstult on the Objective
and after preporing thoe bjective with artillery fire, drove the
Wi fra: the bjeetive.. Vhile pursuin;' the withdrowing cneny HVa
by fire the Rodnental Snipers acciunted for two WA eonfimcd Kla'ae,
. Onee the Objective arce had boen securcd the raraining compandcs
orpanizcd a battalien perineter oxeluding: Capany "k" which orpans
ized 2 eompany strong point at YD 163658, llesuprly wes recedived
gn the objoctive =t zbout 1600H and at 1£15H the WA delivered
20 well pleced 68mm.rounds which irpected in the center of the
perincter near the LZ, rosulting in 2 Ii's and 9 WIA Had Evace
The licd Bvaes wore ca:pleted znd crtillery &nd olr strikes were
called in the arcs froa: which the rertirs wore enrleyed., 60
nertar fire wvas received ggain at 1930H with negative casualties.,
nt cbout 2050H the Cirpany "K' strong point received prerbes
scecnperdod by e rederate volumo of Geldl wne ond chd—cira, 4
Coripany LY listenin: pest repertod cpprexirately 20 WA noving:
in foree tward the pesiticn. 9he LP enrarved the eneny elerment
ut cnly 1 EL. eculd be eonfimed, Capany "KM susteinel 3 Wlil's
non-ovacs while withdrawin the LP. .. secrch of the area the fallwing
nermdny: revenled droy narks and bloc~d tradls omed onu Abh-47 rifle,
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The fclleowing doy threec cripany size swecps were conducted to cover
the ontire ares within a radius of 1500 ncters of Gbjuctive . at
about 071050H Cerppany "IY while cn patral rbeserved 2 WA and enpajped
the enermy wdth unkncwn results. Later durdng the day Cawpany
wE" found o bunker ceplex ot 2brut YD 164656 which wes thrupht
4o be abrut a ronth old, the bunkers werc destroyed. J& oT1640H
at about YD 150659 Cmpany "K' discovered 100 6Gir rortar rounds
ard assorted Wi cquipient in bunkers. 27 unkers, 5 DH-10, 4
echi-cer, 5 AT nines, 1 RFG launcher and 106 60 mortar rounds and
asscrted cquiment was destroyed, At 2045H Company "EV amxl ¥In
listening pests spotted WU noving approdnctoly 50-100 neters fram
the perimeter. The exect mnber could not be detercined, The LP's
wore withdrawn and the prebes contimied for the next four hrurs,
probes were ceccipanied by Wi 60rm nortars, chi-cans and rifle
irenades ddrected ot the perineter. i total of 5 pinor WILA's wore
incurred thrughaut the nipght. The enaxy made no effert to attack
tho position in foreé cs they hud done on 5 april. The following
merming: ot first light Coaspanies "IM and "EP departed the position
by the rost dircet rcute to Objective Diane, Two hrurs loter at
OB0E30H Cer os LU and “E" camenced rovanent to Battalion
Objective #7. Upcn securing assigned cbjoctives all units procecded
to the French Read peralleling' the Com Lo Volley to tho truck turn
arcund adjacent to the C-3 Bridre Posticn for transvortotion to
Dong He.

10. Hesults.

ne Friendly losses throughaut the ereraticn ineluded L KIA,
3 NBC Med Evacs, 20 WIA led Bvaes, 13 Wi rdner. In addition 1
Kit Carscn Secut was hit by s-all ams and lisd Bvaced.

b. 22 IVAi ELi's were confimed, 4 PO"s were ciptured and
12 bunkers destroyed.
1. The fellowing encey weapens ond cquimment were captured.
1 BVA twe latt Radic
26 WVi. Packs
5 AR-LT's
L, SiS Carbinas
Li &2 Hortar Rounds
1£9 60rm Mortar Rounds
37 Chi-ecm Grenades
9 4k-47 Bancna Clips
5 DH-10's
1 RI'G-2 Roaund
LOO 7.62 Kachine Qun Iounds
1 Clip, 30 Cal. Rcunds
5 French ..T lines
1 Set 8x30 Binveculars
2 Bicycles

I
e
. =gy
f I
i
o
- ¥ ]
(S
TRt |
e
e
Ukl
| —J

53
n osure (1)



DECLASSIFIED

L Radic Batteries

1 Voed Saw

2 kochine Gun .rno, Druns
3 RPG Charpes

2 Fleshliphts w/batteries
2 Intrenching Tocls

3 Gos losks

2 Billfclds

1 axunition Bolt

1 Eap

100 1bs <f [dce
Varimus Doawionts
Varicus 702 jecr ond Unif ms

e. ill tarrets engajed in the A0 cn or ne:r the aods of advanec
were scarched.

d, Onc F-16 partirlly destroyed was found by Cawpany "I in
the vicinity of YD 1556CE.

11, sa¥inistrotive lottors

)
s W

s

1. Gesupply of mamnition and focd was hundled by helicoptor

as it wes the -rly proactical means to tcearrlish the task.
Wator ues cbtained in adequete guantities fran the

streans in the crec. Howsver, hot woother would definitely

influence the rwaute and rete novaient.

2. i Flone Thrower Section wes stijed on the LSa for possible
aiployment cyzinst bunkers. slthough the tochnique was

not put tc the tost, its succoss would depend «n the immed-
jete aveilability of helicopters and the obility to sgcure

2 landing zone clesc to the point of contact.

3, The weirht of one Liul versus a2 3.5 rocket lmncher
leaded with an HE round is 4% 1bs versas 21,9 lbs. Since
the woopons have the sane capebility, it is advisable to
utilize tho Ll in thick terrain Aduring hot weather. Use
of the #.P. 3.5 is one cdvanta.e thats lest to the LW,

¥orkin:: of tarpets ecn be acemplished with the 6Gim
nortar but & suitable weepon tc provide a sncke sereen is
not cveiloble on the ¢ rreny level. «ll aspects ccnsidored,
it wes felt that the Lol wes the rore suitable woapon of
the two for this opoeraeticn.

b. kKaintenance,

1. The Bettalicn amerer nade several pincr repairs in
the field, in operating rod and a belt plug had to bea

Enclcsure (1)
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flown in by helicopter for repeir of an M-60 Machine Gun
which was aceaiplished along with nomal rosupply.

c. No difficulties were encountored in the trcatnent or
cvacustion ef casucltics.

d.,  Transportcticn.
1. MNovaient ~f tromps wes accamplished by foot with the
exception of the rove frax Can Lo to Dong Ha. adequate
trucks were provided end no problens were encountered.

¢. Carunicaticns.
1. The 292 antcrma less the pole secticns was corried
to the ficld., Mercly setting the antenna cn the ground
enobled carunicaticns to be naintained. A ficld expeuient
would hove been utilized if a pcle was necded thus reducing
the walr-ht carried by the cormmnicaticns section.

f. Moedieal BEveluaticn,
1. Io prebloais encruntered,

g?cinl Fﬂ_ui -ont and Tochndgques.
Ca eld expoedient switch boarc was tricd with no success.

Five line packs were cennectod snd wired to the Campenies
reducing the murber of Ti-1's reguired. Unfortunately, prsitive
ccrrmnicaticns were nct established, however, the prent

is being checked to ranedy the situttion,

Crrnmander's ;‘ma)aﬁ%g.
4. IDxcept for the last days of the operaticn weather was
overcast and reascnably cocl. Had this not been the case 1t
js falt that neny heat cosuzlties would have bean  encurred
in the vieinity of grids 1565, 1566, and 1567. This arca is
not cnly breken but the heavy vercetation cffers little relief
fro: heat or handdity.

b. It ws the c-inion of all concerned thot the KA oxperiences
a great dezl cf freoda: of novarent in this arca, There vere
glins throughcut the entire arca of operaticns of enemy
rovement, but virtuzlly neo indiecaticn of o si,nificant astrong
point, hcavy weapcns sito or storage Zrec. The encny w8
cbserved moving during deylirht haurs on ot lecast 7 cccasgions,
He arperently fecls the heavy cvergrowth will adequately
ernceal hir fran alr cbservotion ond did net expect to

enccuter pround forees in the ares.

¢, little can be scid for his tmctics in that each engoraront
of any siymifijonce caught hin by surprise aml at an extrone
Aiscdvanta;e. It ampeared that con the evening of 5 sipril he

» Enclesure (1)



DECLASSIFIED

attacked the Compeny YL position more cut of ecnfusicn
than desire. The rtillery blcck ceccurctely «wljusted on his
prinary withdrawl route cbviously had rmeh to do with his
reluctonece to withdrew, Except for the ccntact «f 5 April
it was protty well substantisted thot the NVa currently in
the arac are spread throujhout the arec in snell units,

d., It weuld net be possible to sweop tho assi ned ares of

the 3d Battalien, 3 Marines A0 in a deliberate manner, in

loss then 10 days. It is nct pessible in such terrain tn displace
a urdt end search sirmltancously. The ncst sucessful technique
would be to seperate the two functions. Move a unit from point
to point with good security, establish a patrol base in a lucra=~
tive area and conduct a systematlic sweep. At such time as the
Commander is satiafied he has elimingted all suspected areas,

he would then move to another pre selected areas and repeat the
process.

e, It is inpertent thet all units rees/nize the probles inherent

to novigation in this arca, Soversl chock points and objoctives

rust bo cssiynoel end relisicusly fcllowed. Cencpy ond hoavy secondary
growuth prevails in the lower strean bed enc defile aross, There

ar: arecs extending 300-500 neters with little recognizable change

in relicf and virtually nc reccgnizoble terrein fectures., It ds

24 FPieult to estincte tinc Aistance factor, Therefocre it is wise

tc be contincusly clert to defensible terrain. By kecoping theee
loeaticns in rind if @ eamondor is unable to reach his entended

mirht pesitien becouse of enery centect or difficult terrain he

ean fall bock to his lest defensible terrcin and crgonize his position
before durk.

f. The use of the .0 was bernificisl but in sae cases hindered
pro;ress.  In scneo cases an »0 tends to "overplay" tho situatieon,
This .f course is not enly the fault of the AO, but alsc the eomander
zn ths srrund, For exsnple on 40 will peint cut bunkers in front
of & corpany noving with peoor visability., The Ccrpany Conmander

en teoo pany cccisinns assuned &n oxtonsive bunker ciamplex end
unnecessarily delayed his advance firing artillery ond requesting
air support, only tc find his bunker caplex when advancing threugh
the oroa tc be an <ld uneovered larine fighting hole. Althaugh
eauticn rust be exereised in order to exidcit an cperction of this
neture nicrentur: canntt be lost,

g. The cperaticn w s ecmsidered to bo gencrally successful. It
is folt thot o majsr rerticn of this urndits success was due to the
efforts »f the JAVH forces and Tosk Force Robbde in dislodeing
tho cnany and causing hin to seck new positicns.

h. If an cperation of this type is planned in the future nore time

6
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for deliberetu swecps rmst be allowed in the arcas of difficult
terrain., When tine is linited a sweep froquently degenorctos into
a bottalion roving on line wdth conpanies in column at best. This
peans each cenpany in the thicker vegetztion may eover a front of
50 nmeters and still be able to nove ne nore thon 00 nectors an hour.

14. Reeamondaticns.
an. 1t is felt thet the follewing grids should be kept under
cbservaticn by recon elenents and when not practical subjected to
heavy H:I fires and AO scouting.
1. YD 160703 - possible harbor site, and/or stoticn for trens-
portaticn units.

2. YD 152760 like harbor site cnd storage 2rea,

3. liorth, South tredil on hill 436 in castern secticn of grid
YD 1667 and neorth termminating ot YD 152673.

L. Cenfirencd harbor site and seni-peminent living area
Jocoted at YD 162662. This arca is not fortified but extremely

well comouflaged.
5. Intersection of treil and strean at YD 162661.
6. Enmy positicn lncated on defensible ground at YD 154566,

7. It is recirmended that the FysOps HQ capability be avail-
able to broadcast Chu Hol propaganda irmediately f<llowing a
successful enpa;ement. This wuld be particulerly useful

in & situati on where friendly unita have blocked off

eneny averues of epress following a contact.

DONALD C. L.JRMHETTE

By directicn
[FERRAR BRERTEIe
oo ot Ul
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Cencupt ©f Qparations pl'il 1968
YD 167712 mmred /_
by Company "iv
at OLO930H
YD 155702
sccurod by - l.
Campany "I"at
0L100H ‘-._,-)
156682 — V&= ID 15’?591.
:Emrnd by ,/ ,...--* s "Kn, nLe, and mM%
Co. TIV gt N 3 uutablia!'m-i Bn nim.! rerineter
0L1600H /é':T xx at OL1730H at YD 157694
D 1551553 ""'/ YD 168680 s
Co. "K! sacured by Co.
Eﬁﬁﬁﬁ ";u G\ ¢—at 0513001, ot this lccaticn
f” 8 ___/ Co,™i" passcd throuprh Co. "LW,
YD 154676
gecured by Co, "KW ]E
ct 051700H
eonsclidated Bn purjne.t.er,',","“"\ 1 YD 150672
yith Campanies "KM eni™WIn, ' | \ - securcd by Cr. "K" at O51700H
~—F -P_gi-}‘f Jr Co. "L" and "K" established
YD 163658 nicht defensive pesiticn,
secured Bn defunsive ! /\
perineter at 061500H w/ pienTt YD 166667 scvecured by
2ll Capanics. Remained \ t Poss 'l;,f Ce. "i" at 061200H
on positicn until ':‘..
0B0630H v ::‘f
on @ YD 163635 ed b
4 . \osJ sscur ¥
B e o) 8T DRE SRTOY,
securcd position f at. 0E&1225H
at OGOE00H \ ;
YD 160643 7
Cempany "E" am] "IM /\ )
secured positlicn a:rt: "J \1
OE0730H
'q"
4

Lun -9

/ftrﬂ scale.
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