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From: Commanding Of ficer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marimes

To: Commandant of the Marine Carps ( Code 403D )

Via: Commanding CGeneral, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FI¥
Comranding General, III MAF

Commanding Gemeral, Fleet Marine Farce, Pacific
Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 July - 31 July 1968
Ref: E M0 5750, 24
b) FWPge 5750.8
(e) Div0 5750,44
Encl: Jl: 1) July 1968 Command Chronology

1. In soardance with referemce (a), (b), and (c) enclosure (1)
is submitted.

2. Group IV, Downgrade st three year intervals with declassification
after twelve yeasrs. Declassified upon removal of mlamn.
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RGANLZATION DAT 4

1. DESIGHATION _EOMMNDER
3d Battalion, 3@ Marines 1tCol, J. W, MARH 1 - 28 July
ItCol, W, H, BATES 28 - 31 July
Subordinate Units
B&S Company Capt. W, H, M ADAM 1 = 31 July
India Company  Capt. M, G, MCTIERNAN 1 = 31 July
Kilo Company Capt. F, R, MATTHEWS 1 = 1% July
1st 14, I, G, NELSON 28 - 31 July
Lima Company i1st It, R, E, LOGAN 1 - 24 July
Capt. B, J. WILLIAMSON 24 = %1 July
ST ACHED UNITS
Company "B" (=) 3d Engineer Battalion 19 - 31 July

2. Location,.

1 = 6 July Quang Tri Provimce. Leatherneck Square Vicinity YD 168698.

6 - 9 July @uang Tri Frovince. Hgpoloon/Saline AD,

10 = 11 July é‘yaung Tri Combat 3rse.

11 = 12July Camp J. J. Ceorcll.

12 = 15 July Cam Lo gres, Lancaster IT AO,

15 = 19 Yuly Camp J. J. Carroll

19 = 26 July Dong Ha Mountain., Lancaster II 40, Vicinity YD 032604,

27 - 31 July FSB Joan, vicinity XD 938608, Companies "M", "K" and
Bravo Command Group.

27 - 31 July FSB Margo, vicinity XD 903615. Cofmpanies "L","I" gnd
Alpha Commard Croup.

5 Staff Officerg.

Brecutive Officer Major G. P, SLATE 1 = 31July

S - 1 §st Lt, D, C. MARCHEITE 1 - 31 July

5w 2 SSGT W, E, HARMON 1 - 28 July

1st I, W, H, DOUGLASS 28 - 31 July

83 Major J. A. RIRDFIEIH 1 - 39 July

gl 1st 1t, G, EXCHENFEIDER 1 - 31 July
3
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PART II

During the month of July the Battalion conducted cperations in the
Eentucky, Napoleon/Saline and Lancaster IT A0's, The first six days o
July was spent in Leatherneck Square under the (FCON of the 9th Marines.
Mumerous contacts were made with small WA units during this periocd.

On 2 Yuly at spproximately 0500H Company "K" received sutomatioc
and small grms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, irtillery end S4mm
mortar missions were fired and Company "K" returned fire with small arms
and aitomatic weapons, contact was broken and Company "K" gwept through
the grea of contect discovering 21 WA KIA confirmed, 3 crew served
wegpons and 7 individual weapons were captured, Approximately a half
hour after Company "K" gained contact, the Battalion at YD 168692
Teceived 20 rounds of enemy martar fire (60mm) which resulted in 20
WIA's, At 0815H a Company "I" unit sighted 8 WA at YD 169690 and
artillery and mortar missions were called, a search of the area resulted
in one W4 Prisoner of War. At 1715H the same day, Company "M" sighted
two WA in the open and engaged with small arms fire snd artillery,
later the size of the WA unit was estimated at 20-30 personnel. The
WA broke contact and a search of the asrea revealad 15 Wi KIA confirmed
along with wagnns and n:%}ipmnt.

A second Frigoner of War was coptured on the night of 3 July when
u WA walked into a Compan¥ "L" ambush, the NVA was srmed with a RPG-2
rocket launcher,

During the period 3-4 July there were other amall unit contacts
which resulted in one friendly WIA, nt Wi casualties cowld be confirmed.

On 5 July a unit of Company "K" while on a recon mission was taken
under fire by an estimated 5C-70 WA fighting from well dug in poeitions
and supparted by 60mm martars. The enemy initiated the contact with a
command detonated mine, The Company "K" unit received 60um martar and
small . grms fire which resulted in camalties to the point squad. The
other units of Company "E" were deployed and fired wing air and gunships
ware requested. Company "E" meneuvered and eztracted casualties under
the cover of air strikes, gunchips and artillery. Contact was broken
at 1400H, WA Casualties weré 15 EiA's confirmed, Company "K' guffered
2 IIJ'I'E H..I:ﬂ 8 m.ﬂ'ﬂ med oaad.

On 6 July the Battalion rejoined the 34 Marines far a opersation
in the Napoleon/Saline A0, No contact was made by the Battalion during
the operation and on 10 July the Battalion moved to quang Tri fa the
S.U.R.E. program, the folloewing day the Battalicn was moved by truck
to Camp Jo. J. Carroll hnd esrumed the mission of security far Cam
Carrell and convoys on route #9,

On 12 July the Battalion departed Camp Carroll to conduct ambush
and anti-infiltration missiones, no contact was gained during this
period . On three occasions the Battalion was subjected to enemy mortar
firas, 4 WLi'"s were sustained, The Battalion returned to Camp Carroll
on 15 JUJ.I&

Fyilooure (5)
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PART III
SREYEUT;L LISTIHGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
i« Combat Miss{ong Jiiagigoed.

s B : . Tooonduct mﬁain *in assigned ares ci
cperations In accordahce with 3d MarDiv Operationas VYrder 5-68,

b. Conduct combat operations to seek out and destroy Enemy forces
and installations in assigned zone. Refereme: 3d Mar FragO 14-68.
(Nepoleon/Saiine)

c. Egtablign baga and provide security for Camp Carroll and road
sweeps as directed, provide convoy security. Provide Bald Epgle farce
on 30 mimte notice, Fererercet 3d Mar Fragd 15 418.(Lancaster II)

d., Conduct ambuch/anti-infiltration operstions in assigned 40,
Reference: 3d Mar Fragl 15-68, ( Lancaster IT)

4 8w (T_} Fe prepaced to reinforce ar assume the mission of either
3 o Zﬂ'?i
f (2) On D+1 o D+2 be prepared to conduct a helicopter barne
asegnlt +0 gecnre LZ Euzzard and secure Objective #11 on arder,

(3) Ee prepa-ed to continue to attack and seize Objective #13
on arder,
(4) Be prepared to furrish ome (1) rifle company (rein) with
command group to eromito g helicoptarbx ne asasmlt to seize IZ
Cardinsl and conduct pesrols L. iumsilate vicinity. Eefercermce: 34
Mgrines Operations O-des 3 £8, { Lamcazier IT )

f. vonduct Helicoptertarns assanlt to seize L2 Mgrgo ~cmmeming
2714008 Jul to provide blocling force. Egtablish LZ enl F'3 and
conduct limited search and destroy operations in TAMH, Relerence: 3d
Mar Frogd 24-68. ( Lancaster IT )

fle I?"l.i:lt‘i.lzng' the pericd 1-6 July while under the CPCON of the 9th
Marines, the Battalion conducted search and destroy operations in
the vicinity of grid squares 1569, 1669, =nd 1869 in Leatherneck Square.

Contsct was gained with the eremy nine times during this periad,
the majority of these contacts were with squaed sized units. The most
significant of these contacts occurred on 2 and 5 July 1968,

On 2 July 68 Company "K' at YD 168693 was engaged with mitometic
and small arms fire from the vicinity of YD 171693, fire was returned
with emgll arws and entomstic weapéns, artillery and mortsr missions
were called. Contect was broken and at U700H Company "K' swept through
the area of contact. 21 WA FIABs confirmed were counted and 3 crew
served and 7 individual weapons were captured along with other
equipment and ardnamnce.

agare 4]
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it 0830H on 5 July a plstoon of Comany "E" gained contact with
en estimated WA platoon st YD 156706. The contact was initiated by
the WA with a command detonated mine, 60mm martsr fire and small srums
fire. The remainder of Company "E" deployad to exploit the contect
and recover casunlties, The WA unit wed estimated at 50-70 personnel
fighting from well fug in positions. “daremermt was limited and artillery
gunships and air stiikes werg usd to extract casualties, Contact was
bro'en and Company "K" returned to its pasition at 1400H, 15 W4 Klhtg
werz confirmed, Friendly casusliiep were 2 KIA's and 8 WIA's med evec.
while opersting in legthermek Square 2 prisoners of war, 6 crew
served wespons and 8 individual wespons were captured, 59 Wi Kli'g
vere confirmed.

be On 19 July the Battalion was heli-lifted from Camp Carroll to LZ
Buzzerd (YD 032604, on Dong Ha Moun®ein, the LZ was secured without
resistance and the Battalion gqommenced a search and elear mission of
the Dong Ha Mountain complex, On the evening of the same day, Comany
"I" discovered 6 bunkers in the viciaity of YD 02359%, one bunker was
found to have a false bottom %hich cantained parts of a T5mm peek
howitzer. The next day ( 20 July) while searching a bunker complex
at YD 027602 Company "I" again discovéred 75mm pack howitzer components.
That afterncon a second 75mm berrel was found in a bunker at YD 027598,
in all two complete and serviseabls T5mm pack howitzors were cgptured.
No contect was mede durinz this oparation, spproximately 122
fighting and living bunkers wove destruyed. The Battalion (=) returned
to Camp Carroll by heli-1lift in 28 July.

3« Cgmugltieg Inflioted on the Ensry.

a. During the monmth of July the 3d Battalion inflicted the
following casusaltics en the cnemy; 59 WA KIA4 (confrimed ).

4. Casualticg Sugtsined,
. HName of Surgeon: It Welter P, Aghfard, M0, URIR,

b. Significapt Fvents.

1e On 1 July, onc member of India Co,_and one member of H&S
Co, WIA due to cnemy small arms fire.

2 On 2 July, 24 oombers of Kilo Co,, 4 members of India Co.
and 3 meobers of H&S Co, WIL duc to enemy mortars. 4 members of Mike
Co. YIA due to cnemy small arms fire. One member of Mile Co. non-hostile
injury due to sprained ankle, 2 members of Kilo Co, KIA due to enemy
grenades. One member of Kilo Co, DOV due to wounds inflicted by enery
mortars.

Enslosura (1)
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3¢ On 3 July, one mewber of Ldma Co. WIA due to ememy srall arms fires,
on? member of Mike Co, NEC to possible malaria, ome member of Mike Co,
"M: due to asppondisitis, ome member of Mike Co, NEC dus to heat
txnastion.

4. On 5 July, 5 membars of Kilo Co. WIi due to ciemy gronndes, 3
remberpg of .Kilo Co, WIA due to enemy emall arms fire, 2 nembers of
Eilo Co, KIA due to enemy small arms fire,

5 On 7 July, one member of H&S Co, NEC due to falling from boat and
being eut by propellers,

6. On 10 July, one momber of Lima Co. and One merber of Milke Co,
non hogtile wounded dwe to fregmentation grenade detonated by an
unkc:own individual,

Te On 12 July, & membera of India Co. WIA due to encuy martars, one
maber of Mike Co, WIA duo to friendly artillery.

8. OUn 15 July, one momber of India Co. non hostile injury due to
conex ~ox shifting on a truck and fracturing his pelvis, one meober
of Mk Co. non hostile wounded due to friendly 155mm air burst.

9. ©On 19 July, 2 mmoers of h&S Co, Wio due %o heet exhaugtion, one
member of Kilo Co, FBC @ue to phlebitis, one member of Kilo Co, due
to abdominel pain.

10. On 20 July, one member of Lima Co, NEC due to heat cxhaunstion,
ono member of Mike Co. NBC due to sprained right knee.

11« On 21 July, one member of Kilo Co, MBC due to sun irritsticn
of the eyes.

12. On 24 Jul:r, one member of Indis Co., NEC due to possible fractured
gpins.

13. On 27 July, one member of Lima Co, iiFC due to sprained knee,
14, On 28 July, 4 roshera of lims Co, WIZ due to cneny mines, one
meaber ~f 'din~ Co, ncn hostile wounded due to wood solinmter in right
eye fron helicopter prop wash,

15« On 29 July, one momber of lims Co. Wil due to enemy mines

P
Emlogme .72
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16. There were a total of 510 inoculations given during the month of
July 1968,

17. Out Patient Vigits.
a« Common complaints.

1. FUOO 06

2s EEH.t uﬂﬂl&lﬁi&ﬁ HT

4e Dental 80

5. Cellnlitis 204

Ei 31#1&]‘9“ ‘I'ﬂ

T. Miscellaneous 1126

1437 Total
18 Number of Battle Cagualties.

IOrALS KIa M4 DO¥ M N¢ XD KILIED
USKC 3/3 04 57 041 o0 18 00
UsH 3/3 00 0z o0 00 01 00
USMC (THERS 00 00 00 00 00 00

c. Medical Trepdg. 4An imcresse in the mmber of eellutitis in the
month of July is due 1largly to the intermittant wet and dry weather,
4 gtronger emphasis has been made on medical personnel to insure that
open wounds recieve promt attention.

d, &'Eh]ﬂﬂ. hﬂﬁ-& None.

@e A new and mare effective malaria chemoprophylaxis tablet known
as DAPSONE is being used, taken daily as presoribed is supposed to
be effactive against all types of malaria emcountered in Vietnam,
The effects will be cbserved and subsequently reported.

5+ New Technigueg Employed. None.

6. Command Relationg.

a. PCON - 9th Marines, ADCON = 34 MarDiv,
be On 1 July Company "M" was chopped to (PCON 2nd Bn, 26th Msrines.

¢e On 1July the Brgry Command group assumed OPCON of the 4-3
position.

de On 2 July the Bravo Command group chopped (PCON of the A-3
position,

g« On 4 July Cempany "L" vas chopped to OPCON 3d Marines.

fo On 6 July the Battalion was ehopped to OPCON 34 Marines.

10
Enclorarn (7,
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g« On 9 July the Battalion was chopped to OPCON 3dMarDiv.,

he On 11 July the Battalion was chopped to (PCON 3d Marines.

i. On 12 July Company "M" was chopped to (PCON 34 Bn. 4th Marines.
j« On 18 July Company "K" and the Bravo Command group was chopped
to (PCON 3d Marines.

% On 27 July Company "E" and the Bravo Command group returned to
PCON of the Battalion.

7, Egpipnent. None,
8. ILogistics,

Ha »
%J General. During the reparting period the Battalion operated
in Ieatherneck Square, the Cua Viet area and the Camp Carroll area.
Puring most of the reparting period the Battalion was resupplyed
via helicoptexr from L2 S%ud and the Dong Ha LS4,

(2) Class I. 4 daily resupply maintains the regular supply
of Class I at a three to five day level., Water, in cans, water tulls

and water bladders, were lifted in and out of the Battalion positions
by helicopter.

(3) Class II, There still remains a critical on;
Gas Masks
Flak Jackats
Compasses
Hﬂuma, cﬂ,].-.d-ﬁ
Binooulars
(4) Clagg III. There were no problems encountered in keeping
an sdequate supply of POL on hand.
(5) Clagg IV. There were still shortages in the following
itemns;
Air Strip matting B foot engineer stakes
(6) Class V. The Battalion supply of Class V was maintained
at = BA+5 DOA, There were no significant shortages noticed,

be Tr ort .
515 E present statvs of the Battalions vehicles is as follows;

T/E u/H 2Ech 3Ech
M15141 "2%' T20 3 0
M27442 30 30 T 2
M37 4 4 0 3
MRC 109 2 2 0 0
#BC 83 2 2 0 0
M7 18 | 1 0 0

DECLASSIFIED
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(2) & shortage of magnetos, cable leads, starter assemblies far the
M27442 and regulstors for the M15149 still exists in the section.

¢. Engineer ila:al ar pasitance was received from the 34
¥ngincer Bn, Company EB“ was attached and rendered assitance by

cioaring and nmﬂm landing sonea.

d. O 2o
I1E At the end of the noth the Battalion maintained the following

I 7/E OfE PERMIONZL 28H  3TH (FISU
M-14 Rifles 52 52 52 o 0
45. Pistols 329 351 351 0 0
Shotguns 13 19 18 1 0
¥-a0 1 35 32 32 0 0
1056 RR H A 6 2 0
M-79 36 37 34 3 0
81mm Mortsra 8 8 8 0 0
60mm Mortars 12 12 10 1 1
7.5 Rocketa %2 27 24 3 0
M-16 Rifleg 919 982 971 1 0
106 Mounts 8 8 T 0 0
Flamethrowers 8 6 4 2 0

9, Ciwvic Action. None.

10. Adminigtrabion.
as No gwards ceremony was held during the monkh,,
be 4 botal of 2 court wmartials were held Buring July; 2 SEOM,
and 3 LM gre pending, 3 Battalion Commgnders Of fice Hours were completed
and, one is pending. There were 5 Company Commandera Office Hours completed
and 9 are prending.
¢« Special Services provided the below during the month of July;
r Stationary Kits
2) Nightly motion pictures films in the rear area.
3) Athletic recrestion equipment
(4) Pree soda and beer.
d. Fost exchange services were not gvailsble, however, Sundries
Packages were distributed,
e, Idberty was not guthorized during this pericd.
f. During the month 3 of ficers and 46 enligted Marines rotated
to CONUS, 39 enlisted Marines were transferred within the Regiment or
Division. 62 enlisted Marines were transferred as a result of medical
evecugtion.

12
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1. Fersonngl,

ae Gains: 42 USM> FF, 123 USMC ENL. 2 USN OFF, 22 USN ENL.
b. Losses 10 USMC OFF, 139 USM ENL, 2 UsSN (FF, 17 USN ENL,
¢. Monthly strength ( Average)
M FF M ENL USK FF USN ENL
31 1010 2 51
d. Net Loss/Gain:
M FF M EVL SN OFF USN ENL
0/2 16/0 o/0 0/5
e. Hmergency leave far the month of July: 4 USMC enlisted, Twice/
thrice wounded o Tessigned outside RVN due to father/brother in countryr
12 USMC enlisted.
f. There were no Hardehip Discharges applied for during the past
month and none are pending,
g+ One administrative Discharge is pending.

h. The R&R program comtiin.> to be a major marale factor within
this command, There were 87 out of country R&R quotas and 28 in country
quotas used during the month,

i, Maragle is considered excellent to cutstanding.

j« Pogtal Sexvices during the momth have beecn good,

12, Intel .

During the month of July the Babttalion partisipsted in operations
in the Kertucky, Fapoleon/Saline and Lancaster TI AOg. There were no
msjor conflicts, but light and medium sized contacts along with enemy
mertar attacks were mumercus ia the early part of the month whila
operating in the Kentucky AU, (Leatherneck Squere). Operations which
were run along the e.stern coast above the Cua Viet, produced no encmy
sightings and no contacts. The Battalion then moved to the Lancaster AO
operating out of Camp J, J. Carroll, Little reglstance was met while
operating in this area, on a few occcasions the Battalion was subject to
mortar and artillery attacks, tut made no ground contact.

The Battalion operated in Lesthermeck Square (OPCON to 9th Marines)
for the firgt week in July. There were mumerous small unit contacts which
produced close to 60 Wi KIA's and two prisoners of war. Crptured
doouments and POW interogations indicated the eremy had many small unitas
operating in Deathernrck Sgrare with the mission of destroying helicopters.

On 2 July 1968 & 052C2 Mz Battalion at YD 468692 was hit with
15-20 rounds of 60um merter fire from YD 455694, The mortar attack was
on target and the Battalion suffered 20 WIA's, At 0500H of the same day
Rilo Company at YD 168933 received small arms fire from the vicinity
of YD 171693, they engaged the enemy with small ams, artillery and 81mm
martars, ccntact was broken just prior to 09CH. a search of the grea

13
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= contact #dwedesed 21 confirmed WA dead, mmerouns weapons and
equipment were cgptured, A1so on 2 July at 1705H at YD 155700 Mike
Company engaged a small enemy unit with small grms, while checkirg the
arca 15 WA dead were found along with weapons and equipment,

The largest contect of the month cocured on 5 July st 083(H when
elements of Kilo Company were taken under fire by an estimated 50-70
W4, The point squad suffered early camialties as the Wi used command
detonated mines, mrtars and small arms, An A0 ppd fixed wing were
requested. Eilo Company returned fire with small arms, artillery =nd 81m.
mrtars. Upon arrival of the A0 and air support Eilo Company maneuvered
to exploit the contact and recover camialties, this was difficult as
as the enemy was well dug in and supported by 60uwm mortars. The cacuaities
Wware recovered under the cover of air and suppoarting arms. Contact was
broken and Kilo Company returned to its orginal position, 15 WVA EIA's
were conf irmed,

TUpon lesving Leatherneck Square the Battalion went OPCON to the 3d
Myirines and conducted operations in the Napoleon/Saline AQ befare moving
to the Lancaster 40 in the middle of the momth. The Battalion conducted
operations out of Camp Carroll while in the Lameaster A0, There were no
ground contacts with enemy forces and the Battalion was subject to only
a few mortar rounds. There were many bunkers found especially while
operating asround Dong H5a mountain. These were~were overhesded with false
tops or bottoms. Company "I" on 19 and 20 July found two T5mm pack
howitzers at YD 028694 and YD 027602 while operating on Dong Ha mountain.

ENEMY WEJPONS jND FRUIPMFIT CAFTUR™D 4 - 34 JULY 1968

26 roands T5mm griiller; ammnition 2 75mm Pack Howlszers (US)
4 ERPG-2 Launchers 12 ERPG Charges
18 RPG rounds 1 60um mortar ‘ubs
10  AK-4T7 rifles 200 B4mm mortsr roands
1 82mm Matar w/base plate and biped 38 Cans,82mm mmtar
2 SKES cgrbines increments
1 Cal. 30 Machine Gun (ChiCom) 4 Coane,(0mm mortsr
28  Magazines, AK-47 increments
6,50 rTounds T7.62 smmunition 50 YFuges, 60mn mortar
250 rounds 12.7 MG ammnition 35 AP rifle grenades
500 rounds csl.30 linked ammunition 3  Water Cans (1W4)
2 M-46 rifles (U.S.) 3 Canteens
1 Piﬂtﬂ‘l 'ﬂ&li'ﬁ-ﬁ {U-Ei} 1 AT mine
1 Lagw (U.8.) 2 AP mines
9 M-16 magazines 2 DH-10 mines
1  Enife (E-bgr U7.8.) 5 1bs THD
13 '-26 Grenades (U.S.) 1 03 CGrenade
1 Compass 12 Eatrenching tools
1 Pair field glasses 256 ChiCom Grensdes

14
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4 Batteries 4 NVA Pack
1  AN/PRC-25 radio U.s-; 6 Gas masks
1 AN/FRC-93 radio (U.S. 3  Picks
500 1bs of Rice assarted medical supplies

13, Commnicgtions. During the month the Battalion was almost always
i1 the field on operations, A relay was maintained at Camn Big John to
ensure gommrinaticns %1 Dorng He. 11 July the Battalion mo—ed %c g
fired posicion at Camp Carmcll. Yire was completly installea and normas
wire and radio conmuiicgtions returned. i message center was set up to
hardle tra®fic through Cemp Carroll, Another station on the Bgttalion
hMminigtresive net was set up at LZ Stud for resupply purposes.
g« Izaining,
Crosa trainicg batiuzen the wire and radic sections contimued.
bs Equipment Stetvs,
The Buttalior seceivnd six (6) AN/FRC-25's tils month and 30
tapes and bases. Basentisl equinuent down is as followsj

3 AN/PRC-Z5 1 Ta-1P¢
1 AN/PRC-4 1 AN{@R-5
1 Ti-312T 1 AF/U3M-50
¢. Problem freas. The shoctaze last month of a 2847 was resolved

when the platoon received a now Z¥-8 technician, The current tactical
situation necessitates the maintenance of commuinications at five
different positiona sim:ltanoualy. Thig has stretched the Battalion
radio and operata amssats tc theix Limit,.

14. Wegther. The weuth:r “uvl-g tho month of July wes bot and humid,
gereraelly clasr with muwradils rains,

Avecage Eigh, o5 degrees Humidity 7T

Average Low, T9 degrees

Winds, The winds ware generally from the narthwest & 8 lmots,

15. Fire S3upperi. During the month of July the Battoiion wes plodst
contimiglly in the field, Forwgrd Observars comceniraved *heir fires

on preparagtory fires, possitle anemy infiltration rcascs ond missions

in suppart of pa’rolling units. The Battalion on 28 Jdniy was heli-lifted
to LZ Margo to prepare » Fire Scppoart Base, the FSB bacgne operational

on the evening of “hc seme day ard Battery 'C", 1st Ba, 1:ta Marines

was lifted intc the Lase tc =zovide support for elemeats of the 3d Marines.

a. Units Providirg Siract and Genergl Suppart,
1) Biry "A" 1st Bn, 12th Marines
2) Biry "B" 14 Brn, 12th Mgrines
%) Btry "O" 1t Br, 12th Marines
4) Btry "I 4th By, 2*h Mgrines
5) Btry "4" 14t Bn, 4Oth Artillery USA

15
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L
a ight Dafenaive Fires b 7]
b) Preparatary Fires 84
¢/ Susgpeected Enemy positions 20
d) Live Missions 9
Ea Marking R~ nds 4
f) Illumination 2
gg Coanter Battery Fire 4
h) Smoke 2
ig TOr's b
j) HEI'g 122
(2) 81mm Martgrs,

Ea] Night ﬁaf enaive Fires 10
b] Targets of Opportunity 1

¢) Practice Missions 9
ﬂg Preparatory Fires 1

f) Sugpocted Enemy Fositiona 5

C. .&MLF)LQM-
1) fxtillery
105m 3371
b 15 5mm 8
e) B8 Lawoh 2B
(2) 8imm Eoriarg,
a) I8 madium 296
Eh WP {new) 84
¢) Illumination 5

16. Lir Supoart. Darigg thy ronth of July 17 flights of fized wing
aireraft ren strikes in snpport of the Battalion, /11 strikes were
controlled by an 40 in cocrrdination with the ALU/FiC team, The LN/PRC =
93 raiic was checked on several of these flights with the s-me results
ag previously noted in other montha.

as During the month 17 flights of fixed wing were run.

b. Omne TPQ was requested.

c. 15 40's were requested and received.

d. 99 Med evaps were completed.

e« 9 C&C flights were used.

f. 137,140 pounds of cezrgo were lifted and 963 pessengers lifted.

g+« Three troop lifts were executed,

‘7T, Mctivitieg/Daactivations/Reactiv . Yone.

18, Trgining Repart. Lu2 t. ti::vetional commitments no training was
conducted by the Battalion, On 25 Jul;y selected personnel from H&S

Company and the rifle companics were sent to Ground Surveillance school
at Dong Ha for a pericd of 5 days.

16 Enclogure (1)
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:;a. JOTRNAL SUMMARY PAGE 18
+ BAPPALION FRAC (RDER 12-68 PAGE 26
. BATTALION CPERATION CR'ER 1368 PAGE 30
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JEURMAL STMMARY JULY 4968

F’.;  Julr 68, 4t 07158 Company "M" was chopped to OPCON 2rd En, 26th
erinza.

At 0305H Company "L" commernced helicopter lift tc A-3 position.
The 1lift was completed at OB40H,

At 0825H Company "1" and the Bravo Comman? group assumed OPCON
of the A-% position.

At 193(H elements of Company "I" while magking a water Tun gt YD
169692 received small arms and sutomatie wespons fire from an estimated
enemy squad located at YD 167695. Fire was returned with small arms
and automatic wespons, Bimm mortar and artillery miassions. 2 WIA's
med evacs were sustained by the Company.

2 July 68. At 050CH elements of Company "E" at YD 168693 received
small arms and automatic weapons fire from the vicinity of YD 171693,
fire was returnsd with small arms, artillery and 81mm mortar missions.
T WIA's were sastained,

At 0530H at YD 168692 the Battalion received 15-20 rounds of 60mm
mortar fire from YD 155694, counter mortar missions were fired, 20
WIA'g were sustained by the Battalion.

At 07003 Company "K" elements checked the general area of the
conmtect of 020500H and fourd 21 WA KIA's confirmed. The following

equipment was captured;

2  RPG=? Lginchers | ChiCom Cal.30 Machine CGun
4  AE-4T's 2 SES Carbines

5 RPG~2 rounds 6 ChiCom grenades

1 Entrenching tool 1 WA Pack

Mirc. 782 gear

At 0815H Compary "I elcmests sighted 8 WA at YD 162390, the
enemy weTe equipped with helm<ie and flak jeckets. The W4 were taken
under fire by mortars sad srtlilery.

At 1045H the Brave Uommarnl group chopped OFCOH of the 4-3F pogition,

t 10%30H a searcn cf Yac ztea of contant at YD 169690 aiscloged
the following;

1 WA KA Conlirmed. 1 8247 v/magazine

3 ChiCom grenades 1 Gas mask

A prigoner of war was ceptured and fowarded to Regimental S-2,

At 11458 Company "E" gighted spproximately 15 WA at YD 155700
and engaged with artillery with unknown resalts.

At 1705H Company "M elerents engaged 2 WA in the open at YD
155700 with small arwms fire. The pize of the eremy unit was estimated
as 20-30 personrel, . clieck ¢ the ares disclosed the following;

15 N'4 TiA's Confirmed 4 AE-4Ts

1 RPG-2 Launmoher 11 AE-47 magazines

400 rovnds AE-47 smmnit on

Friemly camalties wers 1 K4 and 4 WIA's med evac.

18 Exclorzie %)
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At 1720H Company "L" gighted 8-10 BVA moving east to west at YD
“31697, the WA were talen under, the WA returned fire and moved
¢ ugbwards Artillery missions were fired. & sweep of the area disclosed
nuthi.ng ij.ﬂﬂnti

At 20458 a Company "I" IP spotted 6 persons moving in a northeast
direction at YD 174695, the IP engeged with small. gyma, M-79's and
81mn mortars with unknown resulta.

At 2330H a Company "L" ambush captured 1 WA at YD 177693, The
WA was walking along & road when captured. 1 EPG-2 lmuncher and 3
ChiCom grenades were also captured.

3 July 55, 4t 0800H Coagpany "1” at YD 192695 while searching asrea were
taken vncer fire by a squad sized enemy elemenmt with small arms and
amtomatic segpons fire, srtillery missions were called. Contact was
broken 41z to another cperation, 1 friendly WIA was sustained,

At 0530 Company "M" reported that a search of the srea of contact
of 021705H disclosed 6 WA EKli's and the following weapons and

equipment ;
1 RPG-2 Laancher 1 RPG=2 round
1 AE-47 6 ChiCom grensdes

At 09258 Company "MW" received 15-20 rounds of 60mm mortar fire
from a azmiuth of 6000 mils and a distamce of 200-300 meters, no
camialties were sustained. & ccunter mortar mission was fired with
unknown results,

At 1000H Company "% elemernts at YD 469696 found 1 Claymore type
nine in a bunker, The minge waz turned into 8-2,

At 11458 Company "1~ elemants at YD 166694 discovered 18 tunkers
and the following equipment ani ordnance;

1 Gas mask 3 ChiCom grenades
%0  12.7 cal. M3 rourds 150 AK-47 rounds

1 AP. mime Various medical gear

1 AT, wine

The bunkers and ammunition were destroyed, the A.T. mine was
turned into S-2,

At 1630H Company "I" found and destroyed a bunker at YD 152692.

At 1845H Company "L" gt YD 158703 discovered a DH-10 mine with
a command detonated device. The mine was found in a old destroyed
pagoda, the mine operated on n pressure release system and had a wire
leading to a spider hole 45 meters away . As the mine appesred to be
booby trepped it was destroyed in place.

At 21158 a Compeny "1" IP cbgerved 8 W4 moving towards their
lines, the NV. divided into two groups. The IP engaged with small srms
and grenades, the W4 threw ChiCom grenades and withdrew. The area will
be checked gt firast light,

Evalommre (1)
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4 Jduly (8« The area of the Company "L" listening post cortet was
suecked with negative results.

At 0630H Company '"I" found and destroyed 3 bunkers at Y2 <56695,
tha following gear was csptured;

3 Shovels 2 Picks

2 Ggs masks 3 lbg of TN

1 AE-47 magasine

it 143CH Cempany "L" was chorped to CPCON 34 Marines.

5 July 68, 4t 087C2 a element of Company "E" spcompanied by the
Battalion Conmarder made contact with a estimated platoon of W4 a*
YD 156706, The WVA initiated contact with detonation of a command
detonsgted mine, E0mm momtar end mmell arms fire which resulted in
casialsiea to the polnt amad. & A0 was requested and mottar snd srtillery
missiins were fired, Uncn the arrival of the AO, fixed wirg and gunships
Compuny "E" manenvered 1¢ erniclt the contact and recover casialties.
Movemen: was limited, “he FvA unit was estimated to o sprrosimately
50=TC personnel in well dug in positions and suppeorted by 60mm mortars,
Casmualties were extracted under the cover of suppocting alr and artillery,
contact was troken snd Company "K' returned to its orginal position at
140CH, Wi cesuslties were 15 NVA4 KIA's Confirmed. Friendly casualties
were 2 KlA's and ' WIA'g med evac.

4% 153CH the Battalion received 12 60mm mortar rourds, a counter
mortar mission was flrad with ua'mown reawnlis.

At 174CE Company "E" cbgcerved 4 VA in the cpen, the W4 was
engaged with srmall araog fire end kKllled., 1 WA KA Confirmed.

At 2010 Ccopany '"¥ vTeonied 10-15 rwrds of 60mm mertar fira
from a auzimatk of 550C mils. tha rounda irpacted wast of the Companys
positicn, no cemueliicg ware +.ien, a counter mortar misnlon was fired.

€ Tuly 68, A&t 190CH tue Babto)ion was chopped to PPCCF 34 Harimes. in
the ¥gpoleon/Saline L3,

7 July 68. ¥o significanms e-enis.
8 July 68, No gignificgnt even:s.
g July 68, At 1000 the Pastalion was chopped to OPCUY 58 Merdiv,

AC July 68. Tho Battalion relux:ed to Cua Viet and moved to Quang
“ri for the 5.T.,B.E, pregrem.

A1 July 8. The Batiglion entrmcksd and moved from Quang Tri to
Camp J. J, Carroll und at 1500 was chopped to OPCON 3d Marines.

20
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12 July 68. At 0900H the Battalion departed Camp Carrell in secocdgmoe
with 3d Marines Frag Order 16-68, Company "M" was chopped to PCON
3d Bn, 4th Mgrines.
" At 1200H the 1st Platoon, Company "L" chopped to QPCON Tagk Farecs
ﬂtﬂll

it 1225H at YD 074576, Company "I" received 30 Founds:iof A0mm
morsgr fire from YD 062592, a srtillery mission was fired, 4 WIA's wam
E‘i.’.ﬂﬁﬂ.‘l.tﬂﬂ.-

At 180CH Company "I" discovered the following equipment at YD 072593;

1 LA 1 45Cal pistol
1 M-16 11 M-26 grenades
1 CS grenade 1 82mm Mortar w/bipod and base
2 ChiCom grenudes plate
1  DH-10 mine 1 Azi'ﬂﬂ 93 radio
1 AH/PRC-25 radio 15  AE-AT magazines
13 July 68, At 1230H Company "I" at YD 065594 discovered the following
items Of 782 gesr and ordnance in a bunker ocomplex;
13 ChiCom grenades 92 B82mm mortar ronndsd -
300  AE-47 rounds 20 Cans, inorer-:tey H2mm Mortar
2  RPG=-2 rounds s Cans, increr ntdy 60mn Mortar
Misc, 782 gear

4% 1330H Company "I" found thé reumains of a Marine st YD 067593, the
boady was med evaced,

14 July 68, At 07C00H Company "I" found the remains of a Marine in the
vicinity of YD 067593, the body was med evaced.

a% OT00H Company "I" elements foand the following equipment at
YL 067595;

1 M-96 Rifle Ec:amaaedl 3 Ceanteens
+  Knife K-bhar) 1 Coapass (danaged)
¢ H-16 argarines 3  N-76 grenedes

ALl wegocng wore forvarded t2 8-7.,
At 0915H Compary "I' received 2 roonds of B2um moctar fire from the
vicinity of 06555, couter mertyr nissions were fired with vnknown
ragulta.

4% 1105 Com-any "" recefved 2 rounds of 60rm mawtas 3 6 roonds
o 60mm mectgr fire fovn tre vicinity of YD D69605. a-tilie:y and
T:xed wing missions were called with unknown results.

At 1615H Company "M" returned to (PCON of the Battalion,

At 1645H Company "K' reparted finding the following equipment and
ardnance in a bunker comlex at YD 057588;

100 82mn Mwtar rounds 35 AP, rifle grenades
50 Tases fer 60um merier 18 Cans increments for 82mm Mortar
12 RPG-2 chargas 8 Shovels
1 Pick 500 ERounds, 30cal linked
5,000 Small grms rounds 10 RPG-2 recands
21 Enclogure (1)
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120 7,62 roands 100 ChiCom grensdes
500 1be of rice 3 Water eans (NVA)
2 Gas masks (W3) 1 60mn mertar tube.

fpproximgtely 75 bunkers were found, wany with false bottoms. 411
w:lzgnce was degtroyed.

4% 1730H Company "I" gt YD 068594 received 8 rounds of 60mm nortar’
fire, coanter wortgr missionsg were fired, no casualties were wslained,

&t 2925H Company "Y' eloments sighted 3 WA through the use of a
gterlight scope; a artillery mission was fired, The area will be checked
et first light. .

15 July 68. At 1000E Corpany "I" -returned to Camp Carroll.

At 1200F +he Dapl:silor assvred responsibility for Sparrow Hawk and
Bald eeglie.

At 220fH o Mgrime ficm E&S Company was injured by shrapnel when
a 155om round Lurst over thc Battalion position.

15 July £8. Batween the hours of 0630H and 090CE Compary "K" discovered
2 bankers at YD 057558, each wurker was largw encugh I 20 peoplas.
The hunkers ware desiroyed.

17 July 68, 4t 19452 Company "M" returned to Camp Carroll,

18 July 68, At 13008 Company "K' and the Bravo Command groun were
OFCON to the 34 Mgrines.

19 Jaly 68. At 08033 the Bettalion departed in spocrdance with Zd
Earinwe Operation Loder 3-4E,

B Q5622 -0nT 0 e LA™ - omemned,

At 09COE the 1ist vave ilscled in LZ Buzzgrd, no opposiiion was
e ciatared,

At 05281 LY Bugzard vas secured,

At *BE sicmantas of Sonpayy "IV gt TV 028599 foual 6 bunkere,
1 tuaksr wan fun’. §0 ke ¢ “ulse botiom which ceonbelaed the follaring
pa~ta to o THo2 peck hewibzer;

1 “radic 1 DBasn
2 _‘-:haulu 1  Elegvating merbaalsx
4 Labtterica 1 FPair field gluass
sopalling gedr for 5mn T howitger
2) July €8, 4% 0920E elemants o Company "I" ot YD 027602 found 17

binkers and the followisg wdioenze and equipment;
{1 Sub asseiy %o TH5um prot howitzer
4  T5mn pack howitzer crafles

22
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1 Elevating mechanism 2 wooden spoked vheels
2 PBregch assemblies for 75mm pask howitzer

2 BSight assemblies

2 Serewdrivera 4 Fuse wrenches

2 10"X1" sgteel pinsg 2 Shell extractars

1 0§l grease 1 Landyard

1

75mm Peck “owitzer barrel 4 Spools of wire
26 rounds,T5um Swpunition :
The bunkers were dcatvoyed and all equipment turned into S-2,

At 1630H Company "I" found a second barrel for a 75mn pack howitzer
in a bunker in the vicinity of YD 027598, the bunker had a firé post
ariented in the direction of Camp Carroll.

it 20308 Company "I" elements observed a person moving spproximately
50 meters in fron tof their lines and engaged with small arms and M-79's,
The area will be checked st firast light,

24 July 68, 4t 020H Company "I" discoveared 13 living bunkers and 1
grtiilers bunker for a 75mm pack howitzer at YD 026593, 12 additional
it s cera found later in the same vicinity. All bunkers were destroyed.

22 July 68, Wo significent eventa.

23 July 68. Ko gignificant events,

24 July 68. At 1100H elements of Company "1" discovered approximitely
75 bunkers and fighting holes in the vicinity of YD 023614, the bunkers
were checked for false bottoms and destroyed,

At 17258 2 platoons of Company M with attathments were chopped to
CECON of the E.‘.u?ﬂl Eﬂmﬂnﬂ ETOup.

25 July 68. Lt 1400H Company "L" elements found e utility cover at
YT 007596, the cover was camoflaged and looked to be old.

26 July 68, At 0855 Companies "I, and "I" and the Alpha Commend group
commenced e heli-lift to Camp Carroll, the Lift was compietel st 10508,
1 platoon and a 81mm mortar section were left on position,

At 234CH elements of Company "M" on Dong Ha mountain reported
guspected enery movement in the vicinity of YD 020594 and YD 065593,
4 100% alert was ordered and artillery missions were fired at possible
eacmy asSeubly area and avermes of approschs

P July 68, At 1400H Companies "L" and "I", with the Llpha Ccmmend
F;ﬂ commenced a heli-lift to LE Margo, the 1ift was completed at
13308 without incident and the LZ was consolidated,

 Ins
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Company "M" (=) and Company "K' and the Bravo Command group combims.:
the migsion of defending Fire Support Base Joan.

A% 17007 Company "I" elements found a path leading to the river in
‘h: vicinity of XD 906611, 30 feet of the path had steps and bamboo hard
ralls, the path sppeared to be well uged.

28 July 68. 4t 1200 Company "I" found 7 fighting holes in the vicinity
of XD 897615 running parallel and approximately 100 meters from the
river, the holes were well cemoflaged and was a good ambush position,

Lt 1415H Company "L" repoarted 3 WIA's from a U.S5. type A.F. mine
et XD 900615, a med evac was called and completed at 1545H,

4t1445H the platoon of Company "M' on Dong Ha mountain was relieved
ty a unit from Company "H", 2nd Bn, 34 Marines and was iifted to Fire
Support Base Joan.

4t 15306 I, Col, W, H, BATES relieved I, Col. J. W, MURSH as
Commen ing fficer, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines.

Lt 1845H LZ Margo was completed and operational as a Fire Support
Basa.,

29 July 68. &% 0300 Company "L" reported movement spproximately 15
rehers 13 fT2rt & thair lires at XD 900600, M-79's were fired at
meqonant wizk unkhoun rasulie.

At 07303 after a —econ by fire, the area of suspected movement in
fro=t of Compeny "I" was sesrched and blood trails were found.

it 0900H Company "I" found 3 grass lesn-to type shelters terraced
with rock tops at XD 905900, the site had not been used recently.

bt 0900H L Mgrine from Company "L" stepped on a US type mine
at XD 902610 resulting in 1 WIA. 1 med evec was called and comlleted
at 1D15E4

Lt 1205H Company "1" cbserved 1 individuaml sitting in the open
at 2D 896609, A B1m mortar mission was fired with good target coverage
with unknown results.

30 July 68, At 083CH Company "I" elements discovered a traill junotion
at XD 897624, ere trail was followed, the trail ran through coordniates
XD 893622, XD 893619, XD 834617 and XD B97617. The trail was made

with reinforced steps with a handrail, at the end of the trail there
were a series of fighting holes. The position had not been used far
several months.

At 213(H Company "I" glements observed the movementof 2-3 persons
in the vicinity of YD 102622, Artillery and 81mm wortar ciesions were
fired with good target coverzge. The srea will be checked at first
iight,

At 2217H Company "I" reparted 2 explosions believed to be frag
grenages gpproximately 75 meters in fromt of the lines. Approximately
5 mimites later, lights were reported moving away from the lires in
a southwest direction spproximately 125 weters from their position,
the lines were alerted.

24
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Z49nl7 63, At 2915H g Compary "I" patrol shecksd the aiea where

‘o ramant was observed the night befare, a trail rnrning northeast was
7 waé. The trall hat sieps and handrails, Footprints were found ot XD
"J.§5:9. A4t XD 904627 a campfire and lmts were found, the campfire uas
3-%2 hmrg old, The hute hel been usged the night before, all n:ts were
&HE#I"U‘MI

At 1800E Gompanr "i" f2rel a 81mm mrisr mission in the vicinity
of £ 914596, & sccondnry explosion was obsarved,

At ompany "I cbserved 4 VA in the vicinity of XD 898608,
moving towsrd frienily positiony. 1 WA was carrying a rifle. Moverent
contimed until 21158 A0 g 60an wortar mission was fired and a frag
grongdn thrown, meremint ceased.

A 033 Domeany "RV in vhe vicinity of XD 992621 heard movemant
te Thalr wwmiheart; a sroillexy mission was fired with unkiown remlts,

25
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HEADGUARTERS

b Bﬂttﬂliﬂﬂj 3d Marines

3d Maripe Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Frampigeco, Califarnias 96602

Batwolion Frag Order 12-68

Mir: 22 H

Cooy af Coples
Camp Carroll, RVN
12 July, 68

Re furences: Ea} 3d Marines Frag Order 16-68.
b) Map 1:50,000 AMS Sheet 6342 I

Task Organizgtion,

311 Bﬂttﬂiﬂﬂj 2d Marines

"I" (Rein).
¢t. Btxy 'C", 1/12 (70 Team)

e 84mm Morta P1t, (FO Teem)

I:'Il‘.'J
Ly ]

I-_:'E

e:. 3d BEng Bn.

T;
Fi2, PP Tean.

k
]

Comany "E" (Rein).
Dai, Btey "C" /12
Dat, 8<om Mmtar Fil,
Det, 34 Mig bn,

te. FG. Co, 3 Mar.
FACTICP Tean

Coupaay "L" (Rein).
Dat, Btey "C“ 12
Det, 81w Mortar Flt.
Det. 3d Eng Bn.

Det HQ. Co, 3d Mar.
TACP Team.

Co = in).
Det, Btry "C", 1/12
Det. 81mm Mortar Flt.
Det. 3d Eng Bn

Det., HQ Co. 34 Mar.
TP Team

%. FrnCo, 3d 2 (Snipers)

It. Col. J. W. MRSH
Capt, MOTIFRYAN

1st Lt. IVERSON

1t It STOE=S

1st Lt, LOGAN
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a., Enemy Forces,

1) Current intelligence identifies the 64th Regt. WVA
vperating in the area bounded by the NE carner of the 3d Marines
40 and the western side of the 9th Marine AO. Operating east of
the 3d Mgrine AO is the 27th Ind. Bn. Around the area of Cam Lo,
cperates the Cam Lo VC Company.

(2) Incidents of the last few days have increased along
Route #9, indicating emall groupe of enemy in close proximity to
Camp Carroll, These incidents have included interdiction of Rente
#9 convoyg by small arms fire and indirect fire weapons.

by Friendly Farces.

L1) 3 establighes a COB at Than San Lam, provides security
of Route #9 in 3d Marines 40, Camp Carroll and Ehe Ghia, provides
Bald Eagle and Sperrow Hawk at Camp Carroll. Provides security
for roal sweeps and convoy security. Be prepared to assist 3/3
o orders

(2) Artillery.

3/12 in direct support of 3d Marines.
Eh% Btry "B", 1/12 in direct suppart of 3/3.
¢) Btry "A", 1/40 Uss refarcing fires to 3/12,

0. Attachment Det pechment s.
(1) Effective 12090CH Company "M" chops to Task Force

Hotel,

2. Mission . Conduct amtush/anti-infiltretion operations in
assigned AO ( See Cperations Overlay). Be prepared to conduct
other operations as directed.

3. “xecution.

™) Concept of Operations. One Company moves through
Cbjective A, secures high ground in area of Objective B to
provide base of fire for support of the other two companies
erossing Cam Lo river to Objectives C and D, Other two comnanies,
on arder, pass through Objective A, effect river crossing in
vicinity of YD 080588 and move to assigned objectives and conduct
patrols and ambushes in AQC as assigned,

(b) Company "I", On order move by truck to assembly srea in
vicinity of Objective A, On arder effect river crossing in vicinity
nf YD 080588, secure Objective D and be prepsred to conduct further
patrol and ambush activities as ardered. Be prepared to suppart
movement of Company "K" to Objective C.

(c) Company "K". On order move by truck to assembly area
in vieinity of Objective A. On arder effect river crossing in
vicinity of YD 080588, secure Ubjective C and be prepared to
conduct further patrol and ambush ectivities as ardered. Be
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arepared to support movement of Company "I™ to Objective D,

e Company "LY At gpproximately 0B3(H move by truck to
~icinity of OUbjective A; Secure Objective & and B and be In position
0 protect river crossing at YD 080588, Be prepared to conduct
pﬁirr{:‘l‘mﬂ ammish gotivities south of Cam Lo river as dirccted.

(a) ﬂ_'ﬂ_tgchl.ﬁw'. At 0900H move by helicopter to L7 Shepperd,
Cix depa=ture Camp Carroll chop to QPCON Task Force Hotel.

\e) 81mm Mortar Platoon. Be prepared to support movement of
battalion within ereas bounded by maximim effective ranges from
present positicn at Camp Carroll,

(£f) 106mm Recoiless Rifle Plgtoon. Remain in present position
at C Carroll =it Brevo Command graip.

(g) Cocrdingiiy Ynsiruntiong

1) D Dgy -12 July
v2) H hear 12000
(3) Torust poi:ts - 34 Marine thrust points effective
17180(H July 68,
(4) Priority cf artillery fires will be with moving
a.oment except when in comtsct. On contact, priority of fires
snifts to most hearily engeged unit as determined by 5-3,

4. Admwinigtration ani Logistizs. No Change.

5+ Qomand_ou Sigoal.
Command group will movz initially with Company "I7, On
crder Commaad group will jeoin and move with Company "IN,

ANNEY 'L‘:’." Operatioral Overlay.

. A, PINFIEISH J. W. MARSH
Yiedm. . 35 Marine Corps Lieutenan ent Colopnel U,3,MC.
H=7 Coumand ing
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ARNEX "A" to Battalion Frag Crder 12-68
Map Vietnam 1:50,000 £MS Sheet 6342 I _}_ 2
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HE ADCU ARTER'S
3d Battalion, 3d Marines
3d Marime Division (Rein) FIMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

Copy___of Coples
Camp Cgrroll, RVN
16 July, 68

BA'TALION OPERATION ORDER 43-68
Time Zome H

Reference: Eﬂ 3d Marines Operation Order 3-68
b) Map 1:50,000 AMS sheets 6242 I, 6242 IT

1« Situgtion.
He r’Tn'ﬂ .
1) Current intelligence information lists an unidentified
W4 Regiment ( believed to be the 2nd Regt, 3%9th Diw.) operating
in the vicinity of Objectdve #13.

(2) Enemy incident experiemes of the past few weeks shows
60mm and 82mm mortar capabilities and small groups of enemy inberdictary
mission of Route #9,

(3) The enemy can fight a delaying ection and sttempt to
escepe through established infiltration routes in the area, probably
withdrewing towards the narth end narthwest while ba covered by
sapporting wegpons to include artillery and rear guard/ambush sction.

b, Friemdly Forces.
1 % conducts search and elear opesrstions betweenm Matters
Ridge and the DMZ from east to west.
(2) 1/3 conducts seacch and clear operations along Matters
Ridge and Helicopter valley from east to west,
(3) 2nd RVN Regiment conducts search and clear operations
weat of 3d Marine AOQ,
_4} 9th Marines contucts search and clear operations east
of the 3d Marines AO.
(5) Artillery,
a) 3/12 in direct suppart of 3d Marines.
b) 4/12 provides reinfarcing fires to 3/12.

ttachmems ard Detachments.
1) Det. Comm P1t, 3d Marines.

2) Det. Scout/Sniper P1t, 34 Marires.

5% HST Team, 3d Shore Party Battalion.

(4) Effective upon arder, Bravo Command group with Company
"K' cheps 4o 3d Marines. { anticipated OTOCH, 18 July 1968).
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d. Migsion.

({a) Initially Regimental Reserve. Be prepared to reinfarce or
a=sace migsion of either 1/3 ar 2/3.

{t) On D+1 o D42 be prepared to conduct helibarne assmlt to
secure LZ BUZZARD (YD 032604 ) and seize Objective #11.

(¢) Be prepared to contime the sttack and eeize Objective #13
on arder.

(d) Be prepared to furnish one (1) rifle company (rein) with
Bravo Command group to exscute heliborne assenlt to seize L7 CARDIMAL
(XD 9461) and egtablish patrel base in the vicinity of Hill #461.

%+ Execvtion.

as Concept of Operstions.
1) GSoheme of mameuver, Sée Opergtions Overlay.

{2) OnD Day and D+1 the Battalion will be the 3d Marines
Reserve. As such, the Battelion will be prepeared to reinfarce a
agsume the missions of the 1st a 2nd Battalions.

(3) The Battslion will conduct a helibarme assmlt landing
in L2 CRDINAL (XD $456524) with one (1) rifle company (reia) and
a small command group on D+1., This company will secure L7 CARDINAL,
esirblish a ncmany patrol base and conduct patrols and establish
obgarvation pogtae in the immediate vicinity.

(4) O» U+2 the Batlaljon will conduct a heliborne assault
lending in LZ BCZZ4FY (YD C796C4) with three (3) rif’s companies.
The assanlt compeny will seoura the L7. The seconi cumpany to lend
will move eagstward from the L% and gesrnh and clesr the eastern
portion of the Dong i+ mountzin complex. The third company to land
will move westward i:r.m the !Z to search cut gpprosches to
Regimental Objective 711, On D42 the Battelion will seize
Regimental Objactive 741 sni v2 prepared to seize and occupy
Hegimental Objective #13,

b. Co 7 "I's A% L-hoar on D+2 land in L7 Buzzerd. Seoure
1Z BUZ7AED, Be wrepared to sipohort, reinfarce ar assure the
nissions of Cempany "L and/ar Company "MV,

ce Company "¥F", On arder on D+1 Zand with the Baavo Command
group in LZ Cordiaa’, Secure LZ Cardinal and after consolidation
of 1Z move to 1ill #4864 (XD 946624). Establish a company patrol
base on Hill #461 and conduct patrols snd establish chservation
posts in the immediate viciafty of Hill #461.

d. Company "L, “nI'+2 Compeny "I" will follow Company *I"
into LZ Buzzsari. Tpcn s3sexb’y and consolidation of the ceopany
in the L2, Soipary ‘%' will icre east of LZ Buzzard and establish
a company patacl base in tha vieinity cf ccardinates YD 036605,
From the jacrol bese Tompany "MW will conduct search and destroy
operst_ong o the prviioa of Tyong Ta mountain from LZ Bagzard to
tha east,.
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8s Comany 'M", On D+2, Company "M will follow Comoeny "LV

into LZ Buzzard. Upon assembly and consolidation of Company "M

in the L7, Company "M" will on order, move toward Regimenmtal
Objective #11 reconnitering approschs to the Ubjective. In the
ebsence of determined enemy resistance on Begimental Objective
#11, Company "M" will cccupy Regimental Objective #11.

f. 81mm Mortar Plgtoon. At 17160(H July 68, attach one (1)
section of 81's to Company "K" for employment in LZ Cardinal

and hill #461. On D+2, move remaining two (2) sections and FIC

to LZ Buzzard to suppart operations on the Dong Ha tain complex.
g. 106 BR Plgtoon. Effective at 07004 on D+1, one (1) scction
will be on a 30 minute nlert to be heli-lifted to LZ Cardinal/Hill
#461. On D+2 the alert will be expanded to two (2) sections, the
second section to be lifted to L7 Buzzard if required.

he Engingers, Engineer Platoon will be attached to Compeny "E"
and carry out assigned missions in LZ Cardinal as prescribed by
Coy Bravo Command group.

i, Cocrd ng Instructions.
51; Supparting arms will be used to the maximam extent possible.
2) Priority of fires will be with maneuver cempany. If in

contact, priority of fires will be with unit most heavily engaged
ag directed by the Battalion Commander.,

(3) Thrst points are as publighed by 34 Marines effective
15180 July 68,

E4 D-Dgy is 17 July

5) L-Hour for Company "K" is 18100H July 68.

Eﬁ LHour for 3d Battalion (-) is 19070 July 68.

7) Hand held riot control rsgents are autherized. Bulk
distritution/deseminstion of CS nist be approved by 3d Merines,

V3! Feattion reporta will be submitted each hour to Battalion,

2] Bpo* srports will be subaitted as they occcur,

\iC) Air panels and smoke will be utilized to mark lines for

As oply.

1) The aource of supply is the Battalion 5-4 representive.
32% A1l resupply will be effected from LZ Stud.
3) Battelion unit distribution will be in effect.
4) Prescribed loads carried wiil be in specardance with
egtablished Battalion £ P to imclude 5 MI's pnd 4 minimim of
three (3) canteens of wster upen demarture from Camp Carroll,

(5) Resuapply will be scccoa-iished by helicopter from ISU,

1Z Stud to the designated LZ's in {ue field,
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\6) Regquest for resupply will be submitted to Battalion S-4
»egresentive, LZ Stud, by 1100H daily,
(7) 4n emergercy package of Class I, Class V and water foar ome (1)
rifle company will be staged at IZ Stud. In the event that this
zckage is used, reconsgtitute immediately.
8) Emergency resupply requests will be submitted directly to the
Battalion Commander, with justifications.
(9) Emergercy medical supplies for 20 casualties will be staged
by the Battalion Surgzon for on call delivery to area of operations,

b %ﬁtured Magterial.
1) Particular attertion will be devoted to liasion with the

Battalion 5-2 representive far evecuation of captured materials,

(2) Prisoners will be evacusted to a Battalion collection
point, to be designated by S-2 representive upon arrival at LZ
Buzzard as rapidly as possible, Additional collection points will
be announced as available,

cu %@MMMr
1) An up %o date med evec roster will be prepared by S-1,

Company "K" gubnit roster to S-1 priar to 060(H on D+1. The
remainder of the Battalion submit roster to 5-1 prior to 0500H on
D+2. Deletions as & remlt of rotation, R&R and casualties will
be reported as socon as possible after individual leasves the field.
The S-1 will provide the S5-3 wilh effective field st-ength at O70H
da.ilif. Companiea submit strength repart to S-1 by 0538H daily.

-. {2) Casualty-reports will by provided to S-1 not later than}
hour after the med sv.c is completed.

(3) Tnder narmel civcumstazes, casualty evasuations will not
be gttempted until the encoy force at the point of contact has
been neitralized.

4% 431 camatite raquiriag eveeustion will be transported
to Mompeny NN, ¥4 Malicai Betalion at Dong Ha excent severe head
wouds whath resaive spcerlapisel ettentlon, In thest cases the
prbients will ba takea directily to the hospital siin.

d, Kigesllaneous.

71" ©pot reparts will e submitted as per occasion. Sutmit
initia- voport with basic information as soon as possible, fowward
complete informgtion by folicw on report.

(2) Constant police of Iz's will be emphasized. LZ's will be
kept clear of tresn, locse equivment =nd any matter that can be
swopt ‘niso helirupter rotars.

(3 TFach unit wi'l enmire 493* “he appropriate mmher of air
panels wi.il be cer:tje. to mark Id'e.

4; All waler cnia, helicori.x glings and ca=go rets will be
returned as expediciciicly as po.p ble.
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"3) Ensure that the maximum amount of a casualty's 782 gear be
>vacugted with the individual to Dong Ha. A1l equipment that can
not be evacuated with the casuslty will be cached and returned to
LZ Stud sxpeditiously as possible far reinsertion into the supply
gystem,.

5» Command and Communicgtions.
Hae Gm ™
(1) Command Group AIPHA will consist of;
CO. w/ redio operator C orparcan
5-% w/radio operatar S=1 representive
24 wf radio operataor 5«2 Chief
14 wf radio cperatar 83-4 representive
81mm P1t Cmdr, w/ radio operatar. HST team Eag
Sergesnt Major Wire team ( 2
Commnicstions Tech, Jamrnal elerk
Interpeter Radio operstors (3)
Chaplin ( Admin, Bn,Regt,Tac.)

(2) Command Group BRAVO will consist of;
Executive Officer w/ radio operator.
144 w/ redio operatar.
244 wf radio cperstor.
Interpeter
S =2 representive.
S-4 reprasgentive
Carpsman
Journal clerk
Wire Team ( 1)
Rpdio operatocs (4)
Sniper Sequad leader,
(2) Initial location of the Alpha Command Group will be

LZ E.tzzfa‘d..
4) Initial location of the Bravo Command Group will be
with Company "E".

be Mﬁw Electronics.
1 quenciea and call asigna gre as distributed by the
Battalion Comminications Officer,

ANMMEX *' 4", Operetions Overlay.

(FFICIAL J. W. MRSH
J. A. RINDPLEISH Lieutenant Colonel, USH
Major, USMC C onmending
§-3
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LNNTX "4" to Bgttalion Jperations Order 13-68
Hp: Vietnam 4:50,000 AMS 6242 I, 6242 II
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FFICI:L J. W, MARSH
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Major, U, S. Marine Uacg Cormanding
=-3
35

Enclosmwe (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

HE ADQUARTERS
3d Battalion, 3d Marines
3d Marine Divigion, (Rein)F}¥
FPO San Francisco, Califarnia 96602

Copy_____of Copies
Camp Carroll, RVH
26 July 1968

Battalion Frag Order 14-68
Tire Zone H

Ref erence: Ea} 3d Marine Frag Order 24-68
b) Mgp 1:50,000 AMS Sheets 6342 IV, 6342 I

1- i iﬂ L]

Be Hny_gzg_gl" S
1) Current intelligence reports an unidentificd W3
Battalion operating in the western portion of the Canm Lo River
valley., Curremt intelligence also reparts the possibility of the
KV4 308th Division Headquerters being located somewhere in the Cam
Lo Biver walley,

(2) Eremy initialed incidemts of the past few weeks in
the 3d Marine A0 shows 82mm and AOmm martar cepabilities and small
groups of eremy indicstinrg intordictary missions against Route #7,

(3) BExperiences of the 9th and 4th Karines and the 2nd
ARVK regiments operating to the east and scuth of the 3d Masrines
AQ regpectively show sizeable enemy forces cepable of offensive
action or determined resistance, It is anticipated the enemy will
fight a delaying action and attempt to escepe through established
infiltrgtion routes in the asrea, probably withdraving tow-:ds the
north ar south while being corered by supparting weapons to include
arsillery and rear guer-/embush actions.

b. Iziendly Forces,

(1) 1/ 3 condusts s helibarne asssult commencing 27070CH
to s2ize W0 Berly. Falghlich 3 possible F3B at 1Z Becky. Conduct
seerch amd desvery o wra.i~n: in and elong the Cam Do River Basin
and ef f2ct lin‘-up w.th 3,:" % = IZ Margo on arder.

(2) 2/3 wili be 30 Marines regerve effective 271400H and
conti~r2s present nission of Mcute #9 gecurity in 3d Marines AO,

(3) Ltillexy.

2) 31z +rill provide direct suppart of 3d Harines
from F5B Joan, Mmgo and Camp Carroll.

(b) Det., 3/12 will provide direct support fires
from FSB JI:I-EI-I-

(4) 13t MAW provides air suppart.

snelosure 1]
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Vit z tg-_-h, mezts.

i! Company "B" (-) 34 Eng. Bn. is attached on arder.

2) Companies "K" and "M* remain attached to Task Force Sierra.

3) Bravo Command Group remains attached to Task Force Siorra.
2+ Yipsion. &t 270700H 3/3 (=) becomes 3d Marines reserve preperad
te reinfarce or assume the mission of 1/3. At 271400H 3/3 (-) will
conduct heliborne assanlt to seize L2 . Egtabligh a Fire
Support Base st 12 Margo and be prepared to receive 2/12 NII' 28
July, Conduct limited sedrch and destroy operations in TLOR being
prepared to link-up with 1/3 on arder,

3« Execution.

a. C ;
1) See Uperstions Overlay.
25 3,5 will land initially with two (2) companies to

seize LZ Margo,and the high ground at XD 902609. Upon arrival of

the Battalion \-) in L7 Margo, observation poste will be established
at XD 909612, Eill #2575 ( XD 897620 ) and Hill #202 (XD 894614)

and preparstion of the FSB will be made to receive Btry "C" 41/42

NI 28 'l.llj'-

b. Company "I", Initially will be Bgttalion reserve prepared
to reinfarce cr esalst Company 1" in seizmire of IZ Mgrgo, On
arder, establish a rlacon siiad TP on Hi1l # 253 (X0 £97620) and
a squad asizad @ g% X 905512, Lssume responsidility of FSB Margo
from 11 C'clock., 3e peesarad on coder, to conduet limited patrols
within the Battalion T4,

e. Company "Ki Cartioma raeigned migsion,

i g w2yl Yoadie’ wliborne ageanlt at 271400% 4o seize
7 Hargo ard the high grevnd as 2D 902609, Upon sorival of
Ucammanyr "I" ir LI asouny periinzisc responsibility of FSB Margo
fzon 2 O'nlock. On arder esbatlish a ogued sized @ on Eill
*5 094614, 3: ovepared to conduct linited patrols wittin the
Eptielicn TACR,

e, Zrmyaic. T W. Ooriims gssigned miseion.

fo 't zackan 2inb e Tond with ome (1) section in 12 Mgrgo,
Fatebiisn posision in geiwe=i vicinity of XD 903510 ¢ swormart
bgtialion operations ip Léttellicn TAM, Be preparcd to mwpact 1/3
withih rangs cypahilicviaa.

g. 106mr T “ieinr ;. Maintain one (1) section of i06's on
elaxt at LZ Btud Jor Auiivery to FSB Mgrgo on arder.

he Znginees. ' rival gt LZ Macgo, be prepared to liaison
victh advance party firom Btry "OW, 1;’ 12 to determine rrassigments
Lereasary to estgblish FSB Margo, Prepare FSB Margo to receive
Btry "C", 1/12 NIl 238 Jaly 68,

i, W&m_&ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ-
1) Supparting armo will be used to the maxrimum extent
pogsibla,

Brelosure (1)
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) Priarity of fires will be with the mareuver company, If in
:omtact, priority of fires will be with the most heavily engaged
iite as directed by the Battalion Cimmander.

\3) Thrust pointe =re as published by 3d Marines effective
251&:@1 Huly 68 and include Cars 8763 and Frnit 8462,

4) D-Day is 27 Ju1.‘_i|' 1968,
E5} L-Hour for 3d Battalion (-) is 2T1400H July 68,

6) Hand held riot control agents sre athorized, Bulk digtribution
or disomination of CS mist be gpproved by 3d Marimes,

7) Position reparts will be submitted each hour to Battalion,

B8) Spot reports will be submitted as they occur,

9) Air panels and smoke will be utilized to mark lines far air,
10) FCL Blue is established on arder.

11) Clock system will be used in defense of FSB Margo with grid
narth being 12 O'clock.

4. ti .
B. S0 :
1) The source of supply is the Battalion 5-4 representive,
2) A1l resupply will be effected from LZ Stud.
3) Battalion unit distribtution will be in effect,
(4) Prescribed loads carried will be in accordance with
s’sa‘bli.ahad Battelion S0P to imclude 3 MI's and a minimim of three
canteens of water upon depesrture of Camp Carroll,
Ee Resuppliv »471 %2 .zcommlished by helicopter from ISU,
LZ Stud to the designsied LZ's in the field,
(6) Requeste for resupply will be submitted to the
Battalion S-4 representive by 1100H daily,
ET; An emergency peckoge of Class I, Class V and water
for one rifle company will be ataged st LZ Stud. In the event
“hat this package is used, reconstitute imsedistely.
(e) Emergemy resupply requests will be submitted directly
to the Battalion Commander, with justifications.
(9) Emergency medical supplies for 20 casualties will be
staged by the Battalion Surgeon far on call delivery to area of
operations.

b. Capt Mater
{13 Particular sttention will be devoted to liasion with

the Battalion 5-2 represcntive far proper evacuation of captured
materials,

2) Prisoners will be evacuated to a Battalion collection
point, to be designated by S-" upon arrival at LZ Margo as rapidly
as posaible, Additional collcction pionts will be annourced as
available,

38

ineTosre (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

C: Er H £ io
in up to date med evac roster will be prepa.ted by S=1.

anwaniEs gubmit roster to 8-1 prior to 0700H 27 July, Deletions
18 aresult of rotabion, R&R and casualties will be reparted as
Joon as possible after individual leaves the field, The 85-1 will
provide the 5-3 with effective field gtrength at OTOOH daily,
Companies will submit strength reports to 5-1 by 063(H daily.

(2) Casualty reparts will be provided S-1 not later than
hour after med evac is completed.

(3] Under normal cumstances, casualty evacuations will not
te attempted until the enemy force at the point of comtact has beem
neutralized,

(4) ﬂama.lt ies IH%ﬁEh‘Iﬂ evacuation will be transported
to Company ™", n at Dong Ha, exept sovere head wounds
which will be ta.hm directly to the hospital ship.

d, a .

E'lg . Spot reparte will be submitted as per occasion. Submit
initial report with basic information as soton as possible, farward
complete information by follow on repart.

(2) Constant police of LZ's will be emphasized. 1Z's will be
kept clear of trash, looee eouipment and any mastter thst can be
ulfapt o helicopter rotara.

3) Each unit will epsure that appropriate mumber of air panels
will be earried to pesk Tt

(4; A1l waier caar, hal.:lnq:tar slings and cargo nets will be
returned eypeditiourly as possile,

(5) Mremwe tzat tLe uaximum amount of a camalty's 782 gear
he evetusted with the individual to Dong Ha, All equipmont that
cannot be evacuated with the camalty will be ceched and returncd
to IZ Stud as expeditiously as possible for reinsertion into the
supply system,

5. Conmand and Communicstions.
2« Co Command Growp ALFHA will consist of;
co. wﬁ radio operstar. S=3 w/ radio operatar.
24 w/ radio oparator. 14 w/ radio operator,
81 P1t Cwmér, w/ radio operator.
Sergeant Major, Communic gt ions Tech.
Interpeter, Chaplin,
Corpsman. 8-1 representive,
£-2 Chief, 2 S 4 representive,
badio cpersijras 14 HST Team (3
Vire Team &) Journal clemk {2)
’ (1) Initial location of the Alpha Command group will be L3
‘AL 0.
b. Commnicstiong « Frequencies and c¢all signa

are as ﬂia!trihxtad by the Ba*'taliun mmnit:nt ions O¢ficer,
AYHEX /A" Operation Overley.

':‘FFIEI AL J.W.MASH

<« Ao RINDFIEISH Lieutenant Colonel, TSMC
lejcr, USMD Commanding

b % 79
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Hgp: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Sheeta 6342 IV, 6342 I

»NHEX "A" To Battalion Frag Order 14-68 —_—
o
P

FFICIAL
J. f. RINDFLETSCH

Mgjory U, S. Marine Carps
5-3

83
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J. W, MARSH
Lieutenant Colonel, U, S, Marine Carps

=7f omnanding
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